Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Board of Professional Engineers
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
61G15-20.0018
Application for Low Income and Military Veterans Fee Waiver

61G15-20.007
Educational Requirements for Applicants without EAC/ABET Accredited Engineering Degrees

61G15-20.008
Educational Requirements for Applicants without ETAC/ABET Accredited Engineering Technology Degrees

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Board proposed the amendments to update and clarify the language and application for fee waivers and educational requirements for applicants without EAC/ABET and ETAC/ABET accredited engineering technology degrees.

SUMMARY: The proposed amendments update and clarify the language and application for fee waivers and educational requirements for applicants without EAC/ABET and ETAC/ABET accredited engineering technology degrees.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its Board meeting, the Board concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Board determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 455.213, 455.219, 471.008, 471.013 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 455.213, 455.219, 471.008, 471.013, 471.015 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Zana Raybon, Executive Director, Board of Professional Engineers, 2400 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32308; (850)521-0500 or by electronic mail, ZRaybon@fbpe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

61G15-20.0018 Application for Low Income and Military Veterans Fee Waiver.
(1) No Change.
(2) Pursuant to Section 455.219(7)(a), F.S., the Board shall waive the initial licensing fee for a low-income individual. As defined in that section, a “low income individual” is a person whose household income, before taxes, is at or below one hundred thirty percent (130%) of the federal poverty guidelines prescribed for the family’s household size by the United States Department of Health and Human Services. The 2026 2022 federal poverty guidelines, published on January 15 21, 2026 2022 in 91 87 Federal Register 1797 3315, are hereby incorporated by reference and may be obtained from https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-01-15/pdf/2026-00755.pdf https://www.govinfo.gov/contects/FR-2022-01-21/pdf/2022-01166.pdf or at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19603 14601.
(a) Application for waiver of the initial licensing fee by a low-income individual shall be made on Form FBPE/LI 001, Rev. 04/26 04/18, Application for Low Income Waiver of Initial Licensure Licensing Fee, which is incorporated by reference herein and may be obtained from https://fbpe.org/licensure/other forms/low income waiver or at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19604 09492.
(b) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 455.213(13), 455.219(7), 471.008 FS. Law Implemented 455.213(13), 455.219(7) FS. History–New 6-20-18, Amended 8-15-22.,_______________.
61G15-20.007 Educational Requirements for Applicants without EAC/ABET Accredited Engineering Degrees.
(1) through (5) No Change.
(6) This rule shall be reviewed, and if necessary, repealed, modified, or renewed through the rulemaking process five years from the effective date.
Rulemaking Authority 471.008, 471.013 FS. Law Implemented 471.013, 471.015 FS. History–New 7-20-95, Amended 6-5-96, 4-16-98, 1-17-99, 7-28-99, 1-6-02, 6-13-02, 6-30-02, 10-2-03, 6-16-04, 3-13-05, 5-1-05, 6-11-06, 1-29-07, 4-9-07, 1-31-08, 10-15-09, 11-27-11, 2-4-13, 3-17-16, 4-19-18, 12-29-19, 5-27-20, 1-18-23, 5-26-25, 7-27-25,          .
61G15-20.008 Educational Requirements for Applicants without ETAC/ABET Accredited Engineering Technology Degrees.
(1) No Change.
(2) Credit By Examination and College Courses.
(a) Deficiencies in Mathematics and Basic Sciences and/or General Education required by paragraphs (1)(a) and (1)(b) above, may be satisfied by passage of an examination identified on the “Articulation Coordinating Committee Credit-By-Examination Equivalencies” (Rev 09/2025 09/2022) list incorporated by reference in State Board of Education paragraph 6A-10.024(7)(a)(8)(a), F.A.C., and which may be obtained at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19600 15006.
1. through 3. No Change. 
(b) No Change.
(3) through (5) No Change.
(6) This rule shall be reviewed, and if necessary, repealed, modified, or renewed through the rulemaking process five years from the effective date.
Rulemaking Authority 471.008, 471.013(1) FS. Law Implemented 471.013(1) FS. History–New 12-29-19, Amended 5-27-20, 1-18-23, 5-26-25, 7-27-25,      .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Board of Professional Engineers

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Board of Professional Engineers

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: April 8, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: March 30, 2026
