Notice of Proposed Rule

AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION
Health Facility and Agency Licensing
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
59A-18.004
Licensure Requirements, Procedures, and Fees

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: 59A-18.004 outlines the license requirements, procedures, and fees for Nurse Registries.

SUMMARY: The Agency proposes to amend this rule to update rule reference and remove obsolete language.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: A SERC has not been prepared by the agency. For rules listed where no SERC was prepared, the Agency prepared a checklist for each rule to determine the necessity for a SERC. Based on this information at the time of the analysis and pursuant to section 120.541, Florida Statutes, the rule will not require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 400.497, 400.506, 408.810(8), 408.819, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 400.497, 400.506, 400.512, 408.806, 408.809, 408.810, 408.811, F.S.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW (IF NOT REQUESTED, THIS HEARING WILL NOT BE HELD): 
DATE AND TIME: June 10, 2026, 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

PLACE: Agency for Health Care Administration, 2727 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, Florida, 32308, Building 3, Conference Room B. You may also participate by dialing the conference line, 1(850)792-4898, then enter the conference room number followed by the pound sign, 318 368 363# The agenda and related materials can be found on the web at: https://ahca.myflorida.com/health-quality-assurance/bureau-of-health-facility-regulation/rulemaking.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 3 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: HQARuleComments@ahca.myflorida.com. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Kelli Fillyaw at (850)412-4402, or by email at: HQARuleComments@ahca.myflorida.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

59A-18.004 Licensure Requirements, Procedures, and Fees.
(1) In order to operate a nurse registry as defined under section 400.462, F.S., the owner shall make application for a license as required by Rule 59A-35.060, F.A.C. on the Health Care Licensing Application, Nurse Registry, AHCA Form 3110-7004, March 2016, incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07162, and the Health Care Licensing Application Addendum prescribed in subsection 59A-35.060(1), F.A.C. Applicants for renewal of a nurse registry license may submit the Health Care Licensing Online Application, Nurse Registry, AHCA Form 3110-7004OL, March 2016, incorporated by reference and available at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07163. The application forms are available online at: http://ahca.myflorida.com/HQAlicensureforms or, for online renewal submissions, at: http://apps.ahca.myflorida.com/SingleSignOnPortal. The application shall be accompanied by a $2,000 licensure fee. The application and other pertinent information can be obtained at the AHCA website: http://ahca.myflorida.com/HQAlicensureforms. The receipt of a license from AHCA shall be based upon compliance with all applicable rules and laws, as evidenced by a signed application and upon the results of a survey conducted by AHCA representatives.
(2) For renewal and change of ownership licensure, the application forms and licensure fee in subsection (1) must be submitted as required in section 408.806(2), F.S. and Rule 59A-35.060, F.A.C.
(3) through (7) No Change
(8) If a change of address is to occur, or if a nurse registry intends to change the counties served within the geographic service area, or open or close a satellite office, the nurse registry must complete and submit the Health Care Licensing Application, Nurse Registry, AHCA Form 3110-7004, August 2023 March 2016, within the timeframe prescribed in paragraph 59A-35.040(2)(b), F.A.C. For changes of address and addition of satellite offices, the nurse registry must submit, with the application, evidence that the location is zoned for a nurse registry for the new address and evidence of legal right to occupy the property in accordance with sections 400.506(1)(c) and 408.810(6), F.S.
(9) A nurse registry has the following responsibility in terms of hours of operation:
(a) No change.
(b) When the administrator, or the designated alternate, are not on the premises during designated business hours, pursuant to paragraph 59A-18.004(9)(a), F.A.C. 59A-18.004(8)(a), F.A.C., a staff person must be available to answer the phone and the door and must be able to contact the administrator, or the alternate, by telecommunications during the designated business hours. This individual can be a clerical staff person.
(c) through (d) No change.
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