Notice of Development of Rulemaking

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Marine Fisheries
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

68B-44.002
Definitions

68B-44.003
Size Limit; Landing in Whole Condition Requirement

68B-44.004
Bag and Vessel Limits Applicable to Florida Waters; Restrictions on Possession of Prohibited Species; Transit Through Florida Waters

68B-44.005
Commercial Closures

68B-44.006
Allowed Gear; Prohibited Gear and Methods of Harvest; Required Gear

68B-44.007
Sale and Purchase Requirements

68B-44.008
Open and Closed Areas

68B-44.009
License Requirements

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: This rulemaking seeks to establish harvest regulations specific to the collection of cownose rays in Florida state waters to conserve the species in Florida.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Subject areas to be addressed in the rule development notice include potential regulation on restricted species designation, definitions, size and bag limits, restrictions on possession, seasonal closures, allowed and prohibited gear types, sale and purchase requirements, open and closed areas, limitations on use, and licensing requirements.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution.
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Jessica McCawley, Director, Division of Marine Fisheries Management, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 S. Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)487-0554, and Jessica.McCawley@MyFWC.com.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS NOT AVAILABLE.
