Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Pharmacy
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Board of Pharmacy has issued an order disposing of the petition for declaratory statement filed by Jeenu Philip, R.PH, Director, Pharmacy Affairs on behalf of Walgreens on March 04, 2026. The following is a summary of the agency's disposition of the petition: 

The Notice of Petition for Declaratory Statement was published in Volume 52, No. 52, of the March 17, 2026, Florida Administrative Register. Petitioner sought a Declaratory Statement from the Board requesting clarification of 1. Florida-licensed pharmacists and pharmacy technicians may prepare and administer investigational products under a physician's clinical trial protocol when acting solely as trained research personnel and not performing licensed pharmacy duties. 2. Such research-only participation falls outside the scope of pharmacy practice defined in Chapter 465 and outside the Board's disciplinary authority because no authority conferred by a pharmacist or technician license is being exercised. 3. Section 499.03, Florida Statutes, permits these individuals to participate in lawful research as qualified personnel under physician supervision. The Board of Pharmacy considered the petition at a duly-noticed public meeting held on April 16, 2026, in Gainesville, Florida. After discussion of the petition, the Board can only answer petitions for declaratory statement regarding "the applicability of statutory provisions, rules, or orders over which the agency has authority." The Board does not have jurisdiction to answer this petition. The Board does not have regulatory authority over FDA-approved clinical trials conducted outside the permitted pharmacy. Therefore, the Board declines to answer this petition, as the laws at issues are outside the jurisdiction of the Board. The Board’s Order, filed on May 13, 2026.

A copy of the Order Disposing of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Traci Zeh, Executive Director, Board of Pharmacy, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin C08, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258; (850)488-0595 or by email at info@floridaspharmacy.gov.
