Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
68A-25.002
General Provisions for Taking, Possession and Sale of Reptiles

68A-25.004
Regulations Governing the Operation of Alligator Farms

68A-25.031
Regulations Governing Alligator Egg and Hatchling Collections on Lands Not Included in Alligator Management Programs

68A-25.032
Regulations Governing the Establishment of Alligator Management Programs

68A-25.042
Regulations Governing Statewide Alligator Trapping, Permitting, Taking and Sale

68A-25.049
Regulations Governing Special-Use Alligator Harvests

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rule amendments update and clarify administrative, operational, and compliance provisions within the Alligator Management Program to improve regulatory clarity, update outdated references, modernize administrative and reporting provisions, ensure internal consistency among rules governing alligator management activities, and support effective implementation of those rules.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule amendments revise multiple sections of Chapter 68A-25, F.A.C., as part of a coordinated programmatic update to the Alligator Management Program. Proposed changes include updating the number of eligible participants and associated distribution thresholds within the public waters alligator egg collection program; clarifying confinement and release requirements for permitted alligators; updating outdated rule references and incorporated forms; requiring hunters to possess unused harvest tags and proof of a valid license and permit while hunting alligators; modernizing harvest reporting procedures for hunters through the Commission’s online system while addressing online connectivity concerns; and aligning the authorized method of take for alligators with broader updates to statewide trapping regulations. Collectively, these amendments reflect administrative updates and clarifications that support effective program implementation without changing the fundamental structure or intent of existing alligator management programs.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Matthew Nichols, Alligator Management Program Coordinator, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600, (850)933-4431, or matthew.nichols@myfwc.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68A-25.002 General Provisions for Taking, Possession and Sale of Reptiles.
(1) In order to assure the optimal utilization of the estimated available alligator resource, the commission may by rule limit the number of participants engaged in the taking of alligators or their eggs from the wild. No person shall buy, sell, take, possess, transport, release, or import any American alligator, or any part thereof, or the nests or eggs of any American alligator except under permit from the executive director, as otherwise provided by this Title, or as follows:
(a) through (b) No change.
(2) through (4) No change.
(5) No person shall use, be in possession of or attend any hook, peg or other such device baited in such a manner as to be capable of taking alligators and suspended so that the bait is above water or submerged less than six inches except nuisance-alligator trappers taking nuisance alligators pursuant to Rule 68A-25.003, F.A.C., and except as otherwise provided in Rules 68A-25.032, and 68A-25.042, and 68A-25.049, F.A.C.
(6) through (10) No change.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const, 379.303, 379.304, 379.3012, 379.3751, 379.372, 379.3761, 379.3762 FS. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-4-81, 6-21-82, 7-1-83, 7-1-84, 7-1-85, Formerly 39-25.02, Amended 6-1-86, 5-10-87, 10-8-87, 4-13-88, 2-14-89, 7-1-89, 7-1-90, 4-14-92, 4-1-96, 9-15-96, 4-12-98, 7-1-99, Formerly 39-25.002, Amended 4-30-00, 3-30-06, 5-18-06, 6-7-07, 10-23-08, 7-20-09, 8-19-14, 1-11-17, 5-7-19, 11-2-20, 2-7-22, 5-2-22,        .
68A-25.004 Regulations Governing the Operation of Alligator Farms.
Alligator farms may be established and operated and alligators, eggs, and hides may be possessed by alligator farmers and farming agents subject to the following: 
(1) No change.
(2) Licensing and permitting:
(a) through (e) No change.
(f) A maximum of 30 permits may be issued that grant authority to receive alligator hatchlings under subsection 68A-25.031(1), F.A.C., and a maximum of 37 35 permits may be issued that grant first opportunity to participate in the distribution of eggs taken from the wild under subsection 68A-25.031(2), F.A.C. Beginning by June 30, 2023, and by June 30th every five years thereafter, the maximum number of permits issued that grant first opportunity to participate in the distribution of eggs taken from the wild under subsection 68A-25.031(2), F.A.C., shall be reviewed by staff for additional opportunities. Such permits shall be issued by the executive director or designee as follows:
1. thorugh 4. No change.
(g) through (j) No change.
(3) Record keeping requirements:
(a) Permittees shall maintain inventory records of the number of alligator eggs and alligators in each incubator, tank, pond, and enclosure. The source and disposition of eggs and alligators added to or removed from each incubator, rearing tank, and breeding stock enclosure shall be accurately recorded. Such inventory, source, and disposition records shall be kept on the farm on an Alligator Farm Inventory Record (FWC Form 1004AF, effective February 2026 June 30, 1992, which is incorporated herein by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19611 may be obtained from the Commission) or in a manner that is substantially in compliance with the required record keeping.
(b) Shipping tickets, invoices or bills of lading, Statewide Alligator Hatchling Collection Form Forms (FWC Form 1002AF, effective February 2026, incorporated in subparagraph 68A-25.031(1)(b)9., F.A.C.), Alligator Egg and Hatchling Transfer Document Documents (FWC Form 1003AF, effective February 2026, incorporated in paragraph 68A-25.032(3)(j)(i), F.A.C.), Public Waters Alligator Egg Transfer Document Documents (FWC Form 1005AF, effective February 2026, incorporated in subparagraph 68A-25.031(2)(b)16., F.A.C.), Captive Alligator and Egg Transportation/Transfer Document Documents (FWC Form 1006AF, effective February 2026, incorporated in paragraph (8)(b), of this rule), Public Waters Alligator Hatchling Transfer Document (FWC Form 1008AF, effective February 2026, incorporated in paragraph 68A-25.031(1)(b)11., F.A.C.), and records of all hide sales or transfers shall be maintained and kept at the farm to show source of supply or disposition of alligator stock.
(c) No change.
(4) Reporting requirements:
(a) An Alligator Farm Annual Report (FWC Form 1000AF, effective February 2026 September 5, 2013, which is incorporated to this rule by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19614 may be obtained from the Commission and is found online http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03227) shall be completed at the conclusion of each calendar year and submitted to the Commission by January 31.
(b) No change.
(5) No change.
(6) Specifications for alligator farms:
(a) Pens or holding facilities shall be constructed in a manner to prevent the escape of any alligator contained in such pen or facility or entrance by any alligator from outside such pen or facility. Live alligators possessed under the authority of an alligator farm permit shall be confined at all times within pens, enclosures, or holding facilities that meet the requirements of this rule except when being transported directly between permitted facilities or processing facilities pursuant to subsection 68A-25.004(8) and Rule 68A-6.014, F.A.C. Intentional release of such alligators into the wild is prohibited, and any escape or loss of confinement must be reported immediately to the Commission’s Division of Law Enforcement and the Alligator Management Program. The ponds and outdoor tanks of all farms licensed to exhibit wildlife under Section 379.3761, F.S., shall conform to the fencing requirements for alligators as provided in Rule 68A-6.003, F.A.C. Farms not licensed to exhibit wildlife shall not be required to meet such standards, but shall have fencing five feet in height consisting of not less than 11 1/2 gauge chain link or its strength equivalent and utilize fence ties 11 1/2 gauge or its strength equivalent to secure the fencing to posts, rails, and to any other structural parts to prevent the escape or entrance of an alligator.
(b) The ponds and outdoor tanks of all farms licensed to exhibit wildlife under Section 379.3761, F.S., shall conform to the fencing requirements for alligators as provided in subsections 68A-6.009(1)-(2) and Rules 68A-6.010 and 68A-6.011, F.A.C. Farms not licensed to exhibit wildlife shall not be required to meet such standards, but shall have fencing five feet in height consisting of not less than 11 1/2 gauge chain link or its strength equivalent and utilize fence ties 11 1/2 gauge or its strength equivalent to secure the fencing to posts, rails, and to any other structural parts to prevent the escape or entrance of an alligator.
(b) renumbered (c) No change.
(d)(c) Minimum space requirements shall be:
1. through 3. No change.
4. For all alligator sizes, one dimension of the enclosure must be at least as long as the longest animal it contains. Alligator farm permittees who also display alligators residing in their permanent enclosures to the public shall furnish alligator housing of sufficient size and design as provided by subsections 68A-6.009(1)-(2) and Rules 68A-6.010, 68A-6.011, 68A-6.012, and 68A-6.01214 rules 68A-6.004 and 68A-6.0023, F.A.C. 
(7) Harvest of alligators:
(a) No change.
(b) Alligator meat not discarded shall be processed or sold in accordance with Rule rule 68A-25.052, F.A.C.
(c) Parts of alligators may be sold as provided in Rule rule 68A-25.052, F.A.C.
(d) through (f) No change.
(8) Transfer of alligator eggs and live, untagged alligators from alligator farms:
(a) No change.
(b) The transfer of any alligator egg or live, untagged alligator from an alligator farm premises shall be documented on a Captive Alligator and Egg Transportation/Transfer Document (FWC Form 1006AF, effective February 2026, April 30, 2000, which is incorporated herein by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19615 may be obtained from the Commission). The originating farm permittee shall complete and sign the Captive Alligator and Egg Transportation/Transfer Document before the transfer, obtain the signature of the recipient on the document, and forward the document to the Commission, within 30 days following the date of transfer. A copy of the completed document must accompany the alligators or alligator eggs during transport.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.3751 FS. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-21-82, Formerly 39-25.04, Amended 8-24-87, 6-7-88, 2-14-89, 4-11-90, 4-4-91, 4-15-92, 7-1-94, 3-30-95, 4-1-96, 9-15-96, 11-12-98, Formerly 39-25.004, Amended 4-30-00, 3-30-06, 3-19-08, 3-24-13, 10-9-13, 4-2-14, 8-19-14, 6-14-18,      .
68A-25.031 Regulations Governing Alligator Egg and Hatchling Collections on Lands Not Included in Alligator Management Programs.
(1) Conditions governing alligator hatchling collections:
(a) No change.
(b) Procedures and requirements for alligator hatchling collections:
1. through 7. No change.
8. Alligator hatchlings shall not be collected pursuant to this subsection from egg collection areas established under subsection (2), from lands included in alligator management programs established under Rule rule 68A-25.032, F.A.C., or from areas designated by the executive director, or is designee, as closed to such collections in order to provide for scientific studies or as necessary to protect alligator populations.
9. Alligator hatchlings shall be immediately tagged upon capture with alligator hatchling tags, except that hatchlings captured from a boat shall be tagged no later than immediately upon return to shore. Statewide Alligator Hatchling Collection Form A hatchling collection form (FWC Form 1002AF, effective February 2026 date April 1, 1996, incorporated herein by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19612) provided by the Commission must be completed prior to leaving the collection site and shall accompany the hatchlings at all times until they are delivered to a participating permittee’s alligator farm. Hatchling collection forms shall be submitted to the Commission as specified in the collection permit. No person shall possess any untagged alligator hatchlings acquired pursuant to this section.
10. Alligator hatchlings shall be transported and housed in suitable facilities as provided in subsections 68A-6.009(1)-(2) and Rule 68A-6.014 rule 68A-6.005, F.A.C., and transported to participating permitted alligator farms within fifteen (15) days following collection.
11. Alligator hatchlings may only be transferred to the hatchling coordinator or to farms participating in the hatchling collection group. The hatchling coordinator shall be responsible for signing and completing a Public Waters Alligator Hatchling Transfer Document (FWC Form 1008AF, effective February 2026, incorporated by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19613) for each transfer of hatchlings and ensuring that a copy of the completed form, signed by the hatchling coordinator accompanies the hatchlings during any such transfer.
12. Each participating farmer receiving hatchlings shall sign the accompanying copy of the Public Waters Alligator Hatchling Transfer Document (FWC Form 1008AF, effective February 2026) and submit it to the Commission within ten days (10) of the transfer date to document the addittion of those eggs to their farm inventory. 
11. through 12. renumbered 13. through 14. No change.
(2) Conditions governing alligator egg collections:
(a) No change.
(b) Procedures and requirements for alligator egg collections:
1. through 3. No change.
4. Egg Coordinators shall be issued Alligator Egg Fee Assessment Record Records (FWC Form 1007AF, effective February 2026 April 1, 1996, which is incorporated herein by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19616) by the Commission that document the number of eggs for which payment was received and permits specifying the areas, quotas, and requirements for egg collections.
5. through 9. No change.
10. Distribution of eggs:
a. No change.
b. Farmers who were issued their initial permit pursuant to paragraph 68A-25.004(2)(f), F.A.C., after July 1, 2017, shall have all eggs in excess of the initial 33,000 retained equally distributed to them, not to exceed 1,100 each. Any eggs retained in excess of 40,700 38,500 shall be equally distributed to all farmers permitted pursuant to paragraph 68A-25.004(2)(f)., F.A.C.
c. No change.
11. through 15. No change.
16. Each collection day at the egg inspection site the egg coordinator shall provide Commission personnel completed copies of the Public Waters Alligator Egg Transfer Document (FWC Fform 1005AF, (effective February 2026 June 26, 1994, incorporated herein by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19617 from the Commission), signed by the egg coordinator and indicating the number of eggs to be transferred to each participating farm or to a designated temporary storage facility. Eggs may be temporarily stored at the designated storage facility for up to 30 days following collection before transfer to the participating farms.
17. though 18. No change.
(c) No change.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.3012, 379.3751, 379.3752 FS. History–New 8-24-87, Amended 6-7-88, 2-14-89, 4-11-90, 4-15-92, 4-29-93, 6-26-94, 3-30-95, 4-1-96, 9-15-96, 4-12-98, Formerly 39-25.031, Amended 4-30-00, 5-13-02, 4-11-04, 3-30-06, 3-19-08, 3-12-09, 8-19-14, 6-14-18,     .
68A-25.032 Regulations Governing the Establishment of Alligator Management Programs.
Alligator management programs designed for the taking of alligator eggs and hatchlings and the trapping of non-hatchling alligators may only be established on private lands and on public lands, other than sovereign submerged lands, for which a governmental entity can demonstrate an ownership interest or a leasehold interest and approval of the owner (referred to as “public lands” in this section) under the following conditions:
(1) Alligator Management Program – Application and review procedures.
(a) The owner or authorized lessee of property containing alligator habitat (as described in FWC Fform 1000PW) shall complete an make written application, on forms provided by the Commission (Alligator Management Program Application, (FWC Fform 1000PW, effective February 2026 November 21, 2014, is incorporated to the rule by reference, and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19618 may be obtained from the Commission and is found online at: http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-04818), for establishment of an Alligator Management Program each calendar year. A group of landowners or authorized lessees may apply jointly provided their properties are adjoining.
(b) through (h) No change.
(2) Procedures governing the issuance of harvest permits and the taking of non-hatchling alligators.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) Alligators captured for release may only be taken using live traps; snares, snatch hooks, or by hand; or by other non-injurious method. Any alligators captured by the following methods cannot be released: firearms and sethooks; baited, wooden pegs less than two (2) inches in length attached to a hand-held restraining line; harpoons and gigs; and manually operated spears, spearguns, gig-equipped bang sticks, and crossbows and bows with projectiles attached to a restraining line. The use of firearms other than bang sticks and gig-equipped bang sticks is prohibited from sunset to sunrise. Not withstanding Rule 68A-4.002, F.A.C., a light may be used in conjunction with these methods of take 
(e) Any person possessing a valid alligator trapping or trapping agent’s license, or who is exempt from such licenses, pursuant to Section 379.3751, F.S., may take non-hatchling alligators provided they are authorized to do so by the designee. While taking or attempting to take non-hatchling alligators, hunters must have in their possession, and readily available for inspection: Authorized persons taking non-hatchling alligators independently of the designee shall be in possession of a copy of the harvest permit. 
1. Proof of their valid alligator trapping or trapping agent’s license, or exemption from such license pursuant to Section 379.3751, F.S.
2. A signed copy of the valid Commission issued private lands harvest permit for the hunted property.
3. Unused Commission issued CITES tag(s) corresponding to the valid alligator harvest permit. 
(f) No alligator shall be introduced, relocated, or released on any property authorized under this rule for the purpose of creating, enhancing, or supplementing harvest opportunity.
(f) renumbered (g) No change.
(h)(g) Within 24 hours of taking each alligator, and prior to the transfer of the carcass to another person, the permittee must complete and submit harvest information through the Commission’s harvest reporting system in accordance with an Alligator Harvest Report Form (FWC Form 1001AT, effective February 2026, incorporated by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19619). A printed or electronic record generated through the Commission’s harvest reporting system shall accompany the carcass until final disposition, unless otherwise provided in this Title. An alligator harvest report form (FWC form 1001AT, effective May 28, 2000, is incorporated to the rule by reference and may be obtained from the Commission’s Tallahassee and regional offices), provided by the Commission, shall be completed by the permittee within 24 hours of taking each alligator and prior to the transfer of the carcass to another person. The permittee shall submit a legible copy of each completed alligator harvest report form to the Commission for receipt by January 15 of the following year.
1. When access to the Commission’s harvest reporting system is not available prior to the transfer of the carcass, the transfer shall be recorded in a temporary harvest transfer log which must accompany the carcass until the harvest information is reported as required.
2. The temporary harvest transfer log shall include: the permittee’s legal name; CITES tag number; date of harvest; county and water body where harvested; total length of the alligator in feet and inches; date and time of transfer; and legal name of the receiving party.
(h) renumbered to (i) No change.
(3) Procedures governing the issuance of collection permits and the taking of alligator eggs and hatchlings.
(a) through (f) No change.
(g) Alligator eggs and/or hatchlings may be taken only at the times and under the conditions set forth in the collection permit. Hatchlings shall be tagged immediately upon capture with an alligator hatchling tag provided by the Commission, except that hatchlings captured from a boat shall be tagged no later than immediately upon return to shore and before leaving the property. An Alligator Egg Fee Assessment Record (FWC Fform 1007AF, effective February 2026 April 1, 1996, which is incorporated herein by reference in subparagraph 68A-25.031(2)(b)4., F.A.C. and may be obtained from the Commission) shall be completed and signed by the permittee or any agent identified on the permittee’s permit to document all retained eggs on the day of collection and prior to transporting the eggs from the property or to a licensed farm facility. A copy of such Alligator Egg Fee Assessment Record shall remain with the eggs until the eggs are transferred to an alligator farm permitted as eligible to receive eggs and hatchlings from the wild, as specified in Rule 68A-25.004, F.A.C.
(h) through (i) No change.
(j) Persons issued permits shall maintain complete records of eggs or hatchlings taken, and shall complete and return within 15 days an Alligator Egg and Hatchling Transfer Document alligator transfer document (FWC Fform 1003AF, effective February 2026, incorporated by reference April 10, 1994) provided by the Commission and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19620), for eggs or hatchlings transferred to alligator farm facilities permitted under Rule 68A-25.004, F.A.C.
(k) through (l) No change.
(4) through (6) No change.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.3751, 379.3752 FS. History–New 5-5-88, Amended 2-14-89, 4-11-90, 4-4-91, 4-15-92, 10-22-92, 4-29-93, 4-10-94, 3-30-95, 4-1-96, 9-15-96, 4-12-98, Formerly 39-25.032, Amended 5-28-00, 10-10-00, 5-13-02, 3-30-06, 3-19-08, 7-20-09, 3-24-13, 10-9-13, 4-2-14, 8-19-14, 12-23-14, 2-1-16, 6-11-20,     .
68A-25.042 Regulations Governing Statewide Alligator Trapping, Permitting, Taking and Sale.
No person shall take non-hatchling alligators from the wild except as provided herein and under other applicable rules of the Commission.
(1) through (2) No change.
(3) Alligator trapping requirements:
(a) No change.
(b) While taking or attempting to take alligators, the permittee must have in their possession, and readily available for inspection:
1. Proof of their valid alligator trapping license or exemption from such license pursuant to section 379.3751, F.S.
2. Proof of a signed copy of their valid Commission issued alligator harvest permit.
3. Unused Commission issued CITES tag(s) corresponding to their valid alligator harvest permit. 
(b) through (g) renumbered (c) through (h) No change.
(i)(h) Within 24 hours of taking each alligator, and prior to the transfer of the carcass to another person, the permittee must complete and submit harvest information through the Commission’s harvest reporting system in accordance with FWC Form 1001AT, Alligator Harvest Report Form, effective February 2026, incorporated by reference in paragraph 68A-25.032(2)(h), F.A.C. A printed or electronic record generated through the Commission’s harvest reporting system shall accompany the carcass until final disposition, unless otherwise provided in this Title. An alligator harvest report form (FWC form 1001AT, effective April 30, 2000) provided by the Commission shall be completed by the permittee within 24 hours of taking each alligator and prior to the transfer of the carcass to another person. The permittee shall submit a legible copy of the alligator harvest report form to the Commission for receipt no later than 14 days after the expiration date of the harvest permit.
1. When access to the Commission’s harvest reporting system is not available prior to the transfer of the carcass, the transfer shall be recorded in a temporary harvest transfer log which must accompany the carcass until the harvest information is reported as required.
2. The temporary harvest transfer log shall include: the permittee’s legal name; CITES tag number; date of harvest; county and water body where harvested; total length of the alligator in feet and inches; date and time of transfer; and legal name of the receiving party.
(j)(i) Tags issued under this section shall remain the property of the Commission until affixed as provided herein. Tags issued pursuant to this section may be possessed only by the permittee or persons provided for in paragraph (3)(f)(g), above, prior to use. The permittee shall be strictly liable in ensuring that possession of unused tags is limited to persons authorized under this rule. 
(j) renumbered (k) No change.
(4) through (5) No change.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.3751, 379.3752 FS. History–New 5-5-88, Amended 2-14-89, 4-11-90, 4-14-92, 4-29-93, 7-1-94, 3-30-95, 4-1-96, 9-15-96, 4-12-98, Formerly 39-25.042, Amended 4-30-00, 5-13-02, 4-11-04, 3-30-06, 3-19-08, 3-12-09, 7-20-09, 7-20-11, 3-24-13, 8-19-14, 2-1-16, 6-14-22,      . 
68A-25.049 Regulations Governing Special-Use Alligator Harvests.
No person shall take non-hatchling alligators from the wild except as provided herein and under other applicable rules of the Commission.

(1) No change.

(2) Application, Selection, and Issuance of Special-Use Alligator Harvest permits:

(a) Harvest permits may be applied for through the Commission’s online licensing system at designated times and dates each year set by posting on the agency’s website.

1. through 3. No change.

4. Permits shall be limited to one special-use alligator harvest permit per person, per the harvest season specified in paragraph (3)(d)(c) below.

5. Applicants for a special-use alligator harvest permit shall:

a. through b. No change.

c. Have submitted all harvests to the Commission an alligator harvest report form (FWC form 1001AT, effective February 22, 2024, which is hereby incorporated by reference and is available online at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16515) or returned the unused CITES tag for any special-use alligator harvest permit issued to the applicant prior to the current application year in accordance with paragraphs (3)(j)(i) or (l)(k) below.

6. Applicants awarded a permit shall:

a. No change.

b. Provide evidence of possession of an alligator trapping license valid through the last day of the designated harvest season specified in paragraph (3)(d)(c) below, and pay $30 for the CITES tag, pursuant to Section 379.3752, F.S., issued with a special-use alligator harvest permit.

(b) through (f) No change.

(3) Alligator trapping requirements:

(a) through (b) No change.

(c) While taking or attempting to take alligators, the permittee must have in their possession, and readily available for inspection:
1. Proof of their valid alligator trapping license or exemption from such license pursuant to Section 379.3751, F.S.
2. Proof of a signed copy of their valid Commission issued alligator harvest permit.
3. Unused Commission issued CITES tag(s) corresponding to their valid alligator harvest permit. 
(c) through (h) renumbered (d) through (i) No change.

(j)(i) Within 24 hours of taking each alligator, and prior to the transfer of the carcass to another person, the permittee must complete and submit harvest information through the Commission’s harvest reporting system in accordance with FWC Form 1001AT, Alligator Harvest Report Form, effective February 2026, incorporated by reference in paragraph 68A-25.032(2)(h), F.A.C. A printed or electronic record generated through the Commission’s harvest reporting system shall accompany the carcass until final disposition, unless otherwise provided in this Title. An alligator harvest report form (FWC form 1001AT) shall be completed by the permittee within 24 hours of taking each alligator and prior to the transfer of the carcass to another person. The permittee shall submit a legible copy of the alligator harvest report form to the Commission for receipt no later than 14 days after the expiration date of the harvest permit.
1. When access to the Commission’s harvest reporting system is not available prior to the transfer of the carcass, the transfer shall be recorded in a temporary harvest transfer log which must accompany the carcass until the harvest information is reported as required.
2. The temporary harvest transfer log shall include: the permittee’s legal name; CITES tag number; date of harvest; county and water body where harvested; total length of the alligator in feet and inches; date and time of transfer; and legal name of the receiving party.
(k)(j) Any CITES tag issued under this rule shall remain the property of the Commission until affixed as provided herein. A CITES tag issued pursuant to this rule may be possessed only by the permittee or persons provided for in paragraph (3)(g)(f), above, prior to use. The permittee shall be strictly liable in ensuring that possession of an unused CITES tag is limited to persons authorized under this rule.

(k) renumbered (l) No change.

(4) No change.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., History – New 5-8-24, Amended     .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Morgan Richardson, Director, Division of Hunting and Game Management, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600.

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: May 13, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: January 21, 2026
