Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
68A-25.052
Regulations Governing the Processing of Alligators and Sale of Alligator Meat, Carcasses, and Parts

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rule amendments reduce administrative burdens by updating and clarifying administrative compliance provisions for licensed alligator processors.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule amendments are part of a coordinated programmatic update to modernize administrative and harvest reporting provisions within the Alligator Management Program. Proposed changes include updating outdated rule references and harvest reporting procedures for hunters and licensed processors through the Commission’s online system, while addressing online connectivity concerns. Collectively, these amendments maintain consistency among rules governing alligator management and support effective program implementation without changing the fundamental structure or intent of existing Alligator Management Program.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Matthew Nichols, Alligator Management Program Coordinator, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600, (850)933-4431, or matthew.nichols@myfwc.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68A-25.052 Regulations Governing the Processing of Alligators and Sale of Alligator Meat, Carcasses, and Parts.
(1) through (5) No change.
(6) Provisions for the operation of alligator processing facilities:
(a) No change.
(b) For alligators taken pursuant to Rules 68A-25.003, 68A-25.032, 68A-25.042, and 68A-25.049, F.A.C., a harvest record generated through the Commission’s harvest reporting system, in accordance with the alligator harvest report form (FWC form 1001AT (Alligator Harvest Report Form, as referenced in paragraph 68A-25.032(2)(h) sub-subparagraph 68A-25.049(2)(a)5.c., F.A.C.), or a temporary harvest transfer log, shall be completed and signed and dated immediately upon receipt of the harvested alligator. The harvest record shall accompany the carcass until processed, and shall be further completed upon processing to indicate the carcass disposition; sex, if known; and amount of alligator meat packaged. The harvest record shall be signed and dated once processing has been completed A copy of the harvest report form shall accompany the carcass until processing.
(c) Written records of the number, source, CITES tag number(s), and disposition of all unskinned alligator carcasses and alligator meat received, bought, sold, or transferred, including copies of corresponding completed harvest records Alligator Harvest Report Forms (FWC form 1001AT), shall be maintained for a period of one year following sale, transfer, or disposal of the carcass, meat, hides, or parts thereof.
(d) through (e) No change.
(f) For alligator carcass parts not meeting the definition of alligator meat as specified in paragraph (1)(a), above, written records, including a description, number, source, CITES tag number(s), and disposition, of those parts that are received, bought, sold, or transferred, including copies of corresponding completed harvest records Alligator Harvest Report Forms (FWC form 1001AT), shall be maintained for a period of one year following sale, transfer, or disposal. These parts include, but are not limited to, alligator heads and feet.
(7) through (13) No change.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.3012, 379.3751 FS. History–New 5-5-88, Amended 2-14-89, 4-11-90, 4-1-96, 9-15-96, 6-1-97, 4-12-98, 4-15-99, Formerly 39-25.052, Amended 4-30-00, 3-30-06, 9-13-20, 7-16-23, 4-24-24,       .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Morgan Richardson, Director, Division of Hunting and Game Management, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600.

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: May 13, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: April 1, 2026
