Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-14.094
Site Determined Specialized Associate in Arts Transfer Degree Access

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To create a more streamlined review and approval process for FCS institutions that propose specialized associate in arts transfer (SAAT) degree programs. The current period SUS institutions and FCS institutions have to submit comments regarding proposed SAAT degree programs is 60 calendar days. The amendment will reduce the comment period to 30 days. The original 60 day period mirrored the baccalaureate degree program proposal process but, being that ICUF and CIE institutions are not included in the SAAT proposal process as they are with the baccalaureate proposals, the additional 30 days for those institutions are not needed. The effect of the rule amendment will reduce the time SUS institutions and FCS institutions have to submit comments regarding the proposed SAAT degree program and will allow for a more efficient review and approval process. Technical edits will also be made to the current incorporated forms. Other changes may be considered for purposes of clarity and consistency. 
SUMMARY: Rule amendment will address the timeline for comment period for proposed SAAT degrees.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs is anticipated as a result of this rule. This is based upon the nature of the proposed rule.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02, 1007.25(9), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1007.25, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: July 22, 2026, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Rosen Shingle Creek, 9939 Universal Blvd., Orlando, Florida 32819.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Dr. Jose Arevalo, Executive Vice Chancellor, Division of Florida Colleges, Department of Education, (850)245-0407 or jose.arevalo@fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-14.094 Site Determined Specialized Associate in Arts Transfer Degree Access.
(1) through (3) No change. 
(4) Specialized associate in arts transfer degree program comment period.
(a) After receipt of the NOI, colleges and state universities shall have thirty (30) sixty (60) calendar days to submit comments to the proposed specialized associate in arts transfer degree program.
(b) through (c) No change. 
(5) through (6) No change. 
(7) Incorporated documents. The following forms are hereby incorporated by reference and made part of this rule. Copies may be obtained at Division of Florida Colleges Webpage (https://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/administrators/saat.stml) or from the Division at 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1244, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399.
(a) Form No. SAAT-01 1, Notice of Intent (NOI), (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19641 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16836), effective August 2026 2024.
(b) Form No. SAAT-02 2, Proposal Application, (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19642 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16837), effective August 2026 2024.
(c) Form No. SAAT-03 3, Articulation Agreement, (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19643 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16838), effective August 2026 2024.
(d) Form No. SAAT-04 4, Student and Program Performance Report, (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19644 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16839), effective August 2026 2024.
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02, 1007.25(9)(e) FS. Law Implemented 1007.25 FS. History–New 8-27-24, Amended
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Kathy Hebda

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Anastasios Kamoutsas

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: June 3, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: May 15, 2026
