Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-1.09953
Statewide Uniform Weighted Grading System in Honors and Articulated Accelerated Courses

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: During the 2026 Legislative Session, s. 1003.437, F.S., was amended with House Bill 1279, Education. The statute requires the Florida Department of Education to establish a statewide uniform weighted grading system for honors courses and articulated acceleration mechanisms identified in s. 1007.27, F.S. This rule will align with s. 1003.437, F.S., to establish a statewide uniform weighted grading system for honors and articulated accelerated courses.

SUMMARY: Statewide uniform weighted grading system in honors and articulated accelerated courses.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: Based upon the nature of the changes, this proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs are anticipated as a result of the rule changes.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1003.437, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1003.437, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: July 22, 2026, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Rosen Shingle Creek, 9939 Universal Blvd., Orlando, Florida 32819

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Andrew Weatherill, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, studentsupportservices1@fldoe.org, (850)245-7851.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-1.09953 Statewide Uniform Weighted Grading System in Honors and Articulated Accelerated Courses.
(1) Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to establish a consistent statewide weighted grading system for honors courses and articulated acceleration mechanisms identified in section (s.) 1007.27, F.S., ensuring uniform calculation of grade point averages across school districts in alignment with s. 1003.437, F.S.
(2) Definitions.
(a) For the purpose of this rule, “honors course” means a course designated in the Florida Course Code Directory and Instructional Personnel Assignments database as an honors level course and is aligned to Florida’s state academic standards.
(b) “Articulated acceleration mechanisms” has the same meaning as provided in s. 1007.27, F.S.
(c) For the purposes of this rule, “completion” means earning a passing grade in an honors or accelerated course that awards high school credit.
(3) Implementation and Requirements. Effective beginning with students who enter grade 9 in the 2026-2027 school year and thereafter, in accordance with s. 1003.437, F.S., and high school coursework taken by middle grades students in the 2026-2027 school year and thereafter, the following applies:
(a) A school district grade point average policy must provide an additional weight for certain high school credit courses as follows:
1. An additional weight of 0.5 must be applied, upon student completion, to each honors course and to each secondary education course that leads to an industry certification as defined in s. 1003.4203, F.S.
2. An additional weight of 1.0 must be applied to each accelerated course as defined in s. 1007.27, F.S., including dual enrollment, which includes career dual enrollment and early admission, as provided for in s. 1007.271, F.S., the College Board Advanced Placement Program, the International Baccalaureate Program, the Advanced International Certificate of Education Program, upon completion by the student, and the Florida Advanced Courses and Tests (FACT);.
(b) Students who earned high school credit while in middle school prior to the 2026-2027 school year will have their weighted credit re-calculated to be in alignment with this rule upon entering high school in the 9th grade.
(c) School districts must calculate weighted grades and grade point averages using the following statewide 5.0 weighted grading scale:
	Unweighted
Grade
	Standard
Course Value
	Honors/Secondary Industry
Certification Course Weight
	Accelerated
Course Weight

	A
	4.0
	4.5
	5.0

	B
	3.0
	3.5
	4.0

	C
	2.0
	2.5
	3.0

	D
	1.0
	1.5
	2.0

	F
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0


(d) Students who entered grade 9 in the cohort year of 2025-2026 and prior will continue to be subject to the grade point average policy applicable to their cohort through graduation.
(e) School districts must establish procedures for applying the statewide weighted grading system to transfer students, including the evaluation and equivalency of out of country, out of state, private school, personalized education program, or home education program coursework.
(f) School districts may not apply additional weighting beyond that specified in this rule for the types of courses identified in this section.
(g) Weighted grades and grade point averages shall be clearly reflected on student transcripts and academic records.
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