Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-14.0061
Campus, Center, Special Purpose Center and Instructional Site Designations

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The rule outlines the process the Florida Department of Education and the Florida College System follows regarding campus site designations. The amendment to the rule will provide needed clarity and address outdated language. Other changes may be considered for purposes of clarity and consistency.

SUMMARY: Rule language addresses the approval process for Florida College System site designations.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs is anticipated as a result of this rule. This is based upon the nature of the proposed rule.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (4)(e), 1013.36, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1013.36, 1013.40, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: June 30, 2026, 10 a.m.

PLACE: Conference call information will be posted at https://www.fldoe.org/policy/state-board-of-edu/meetings/ at least 7 days prior to the meeting.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Lisa Cook, Associate Vice Chancellor for Financial Policy, Division of Florida Colleges, (850)245-0407 or Lisa.Cook@fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-14.0061 Campus, Center, Special Purpose Center and Instructional Site Designations.
The Division of Florida Colleges shall receive proposals from local boards of trustees to establish campuses, centers, and special purpose centers, and shall recommend for or against the establishment of the requested site to the State Board of Education. The State Board of Education shall approve or disapprove the proposal for a new site. For purposes of this rule, “college” has the same meaning as “Florida College System institution” as defined in section 1000.21(5), Florida Statutes. The following shall apply:
(1) A campus is an instructional and administrative unit of a community college, consisting of college owned facilities and staffed primary by full-time personnel. It houses a full range of instructional services and of institutional, instructional, and student support services. Facilities and other resources are sufficient to accommodate at least one thousand (1,000) full-time equivalent students, and the site is in compliance with the criteria established in Rule 6A-2.0010, F.A.C.
(2) No change. 
(3) A special purpose center is a unit or a portion of a site of a community college consisting of college property, owned facilities or unowned facilities leased for more than one year that provides a limited number of special, clearly defined programs or services, such as, but not limited to, instruction or administration, and is in compliance with Rule 6A-2.0010, F.A.C.
(4) An instructional site is an instructional unit of a community college that offers students a very limited range of instructional programs or courses in unowned facilities leased for one year or less with no support services.
(5) Proposals to establish campuses or centers shall document the following conditions:
(a) The proposed expansion is part of and consistent with the master plan of the community college.
(b) Expanded or new instructional services and support services are necessary to adequately serve the community college district.
(c) No change. 
(d) Facilities at existing campuses, as identified in the master plan of the community college, are substantially complete.
(e) Enrollment projections in the master plan of the community college are for at least one thousand (1,000) full-time equivalent students for a proposed campus or at least four hundred (400) for a proposed center. A proposed center to provide central administrative services for a community college shall be exempt from this enrollment condition.
(f) The proposed expansion is in conjunction with other educational agencies within the community college district and adjacent to the district.
(g) No change. 
(6) Proposals to establish a special purpose center shall document the following:
(a) The proposed expansion is part of and consistent with the master plan of the community college.
(b) The proposed services are necessary to adequately serve the community college district.
(c) through (d) No change. 
(e) Proposed expansion is in conjunction with the other educational agencies with the community college district.
(f) No change. 
(7) No change. 
(8) Regardless of funding source or size of the site, when a college plans construction, remodeling, or renovation on a new site the college must submit a request for review and approval of the site designation in accordance with the process prescribed in this rule. The college must also submit a request for review and approval of the site designation if the planned construction, remodeling, or renovation will cause a currently approved site designation to change such that the site, or a portion of the site, falls under a definition outlined in subsections (1)-(4) that is different from the definition under which the site designation was originally reviewed and approved.
(9) The Division of Florida Community Colleges may use the services of the Office of Educational Facilities and of others to evaluate proposals and develop recommendations.
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