Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Department of Revenue (“Department”) has declined to rule on the petition for declaratory statement filed by Mathew Randall Layfield (“Petitioner”) on May 05, 2026. The following is a summary of the agency's declination of the petition: 

The Notice of Petition was published in the Florida Administrative Register on May 11, 2026, in Volume 52 Number 91. Petitioner sought the Department’s opinion “Regarding the Constitutional Validity of Compelling Private Business Owners to Act as Unpaid Collection Agents of the State for Sales and Use Tax Purposes, and the Constitutional Protections Applicable to Such Compelled Service Under the Fifth, Ninth, and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution,” as it applies to the Petitioner. The Department’s Final Order, issued June 10, 2026, declines to issue a declaratory statement because: 1) The Petition is not in substantial compliance with Section 120.565(2), F.S., because it fails to state with particularity the Petitioner’s set of circumstances sufficient for the Department to opine on the matter; 2) the Department is prohibited from making general statements of policy by entry of a Declaratory Statement; and 3) Petitioner does not seek guidance as to the applicability of statutory provisions but seeks to challenge certain provisions on purely constitutional grounds. Determination of the constitutionality of statutory provisions is not an appropriate, nor legally authorized, purpose of the Declaratory Statement process as set forth in Section 120.565, F.S.

A copy of the Order Declining of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Ayonna Whitaker, Agency Clerk, Florida Department of Revenue, Post Office Box 6668, Tallahassee, Florida 32314-6668, Ayonna.Whitaker@floridarevenue.com, (850) 617-8347. Please refer all comments to: Agency Clerk, Florida Department of Revenue, Post Office Box 6668, Tallahassee, Florida 32314-6668, Ayonna.Whitaker@floridarevenue.com.

