Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-1.094124
Required Instruction Planning and Reporting

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To update required instruction to include History of Communism from Senate Bill (SB) 1264 (2024) and cursive writing from Senate Bill (SB) 182 (2026). Both items will take effect in the 2026-2027 school year.

SUMMARY: Both Senate Bill 1264 (2024) and Senate Bill 182 (2026) update s. 1003.42, F.S., to include the History of Communism and cursive writing, respectively, as part of required instruction. The proposed update to Rule 6A-1.094124, F.A.C., includes the addition of both History of Communism and cursive writing to the reporting requirements for districts.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness, or increase regulatory costs or any other factor set forth in s. 120.541(2), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. This is based on the nature of the proposed rule and past experience when academic standards and course requirements were revised.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(2)(n), 1003.42(2), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1003.42, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: July 22, 2026, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Rosen Shingle Creek, 9939 Universal Blvd., Orlando, Florida 32819.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Jennifer Infinger, Bureau of Standards and Instructional Support, (850)245-0078 or Jennifer.Infinger@fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-1.094124 Required Instruction Planning and Reporting.
(1)(a) Each year school districts must submit a Required Instruction Implementation Plan that describes how instruction will be provided for topics in Section 1003.42(2)(a)-(o) and (q)-(w)(u), F.S., for the upcoming school year. 
(b) No change. 
(c) Except for the 2024-25 school year, Tthe implementation plan is due annually no later than July 1. For the 2024-25 school year, the implementation plan is due no later than August 15, 2024.
(2) No change. 
(3) As provided in Section 1003.42(2), F.S., members of instructional staff in public schools must teach the required instruction topics efficiently and faithfully, using materials that meet the highest standards of professionalism and historical accuracy. 
(a) Efficient and faithful teaching of the required topics must be consistent with Florida’s the state academic standards and the Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards. 
(b) Instruction on the required topics must be factual and objective, and may not suppress or distort significant historical events, such as the Holocaust, the atrocities committed by communist governments, slavery, the Civil War and Reconstruction, the civil rights movement and the contributions of women, African Americans, Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders, American and Hispanic Americans people to our country, as already provided in Section 1003.42(2), F.S. Examples of theories that distort historical events and are inconsistent with State Board approved standards include the denial or minimization of the Holocaust, and the teaching of Critical Race Theory, meaning the theory that racism is not merely the product of prejudice, but that racism is embedded in American society and its legal systems in order to uphold the supremacy of white persons. Instruction may not utilize material from the 1619 Project and may not define American history as something other than the creation of a new nation based largely on universal principles stated in the Declaration of Independence. Instruction must include the U.S. Constitution, the Bill of Rights and subsequent amendments. 
(c) Efficient and faithful teaching further means that any discussion is appropriate for the age and maturity level of the students, and teachers serve as facilitators for student discussion and do not share their personal views or attempt to indoctrinate or persuade students to a particular point of view that is inconsistent with Florida’s the state academic standards and the Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards. 
(4) through (6) No change.
(7) The History of the Holocaust (1933-1945) and The History of African Americans.
(a) through (b) No change. 
(c) Beginning with the 2024-25 school year, Tthe certification is due annually by July 1. The certification for the 2023-24 school year is August 15, 2024.
(8) through (9) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02(2)(n), 1003.42(2) FS. Law Implemented 1003.42 FS. History–New 10-24-19, Amended 12-22-20, 7-26-21, 11-23-22, 7-2-24,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Paul Burns

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Anastasios Kamoutsas

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: June 22, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: May 27, 2026

