Notice of Change/Withdrawal

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
Division of Aquaculture
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

5L-1.002
Definitions

5L-1.005
Shellfish Processing Certification

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 52 No. 98, May 20, 2026 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.

5L-1.002 Definitions.
(1) through (18) No change.
(19) Depuration facility (controlled purification facility) (DF)(DP) – a certified shellfish processing facility that obtains shellstock from approved, conditionally approved, restricted or conditionally restricted harvesting area(s) and submits such shellstock to a Department approved controlled purification process. The treatment process is designed to purge shellfish of bacterial and viral contamination to the extent that such shellfish are rendered safe for human consumption.
(20) through (46) No change.
(47) Public water system – a system for the provision to the public of water for human consumption through pipes or other constructed conveyances, if such system has at least fifteen service connections or regularly serves an average of at least twenty-five individuals daily at least 60 days out of the year. Such term includes: any collection, treatment, storage, and distribution facilities under control of the operator of such system and used primarily in connection with such system; and any collection or pretreatment storage facilities not under such control which are used primarily in connection with such system. Such term does not include any “special irrigation district.” A public water system is either a “community water system” or a “non-community water system.” See Title 40, C.F.R., Part 141, Section 2, revised as of July 1, 2025 August 5, 2025, incorporated in paragraph 5L-1.001(6)(b), F.A.C.
(48) through (71) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 597.020 FS. Law Implemented 597.020 FS. History–New 1-4-87, Amended 5-21-87, 8-10-88, 7-9-89, 11-5-92, 5-20-93, Formerly 16R-7.003, Amended 7-3-95, 5-8-96, 2-6-97, 6-23-99, Formerly 62R-7.003, Amended 8-9-00, 5-29-02, 3-23-17, 4-2-19, 1-18-23,          .
5L-1.005 Shellfish Processing Facility Certification.
(1) through (6) No change.
(7) Renewal certification – A certified shellfish processing facility shall complete and submit a Shellfish Processing Facility Certification Application (FDACS-15007, Revision 09/25) for certification renewal annually. The certification year starts on July 1 and ends on June 30. The certification shall not be renewed for any facility until the certified shellfish processing facility has: no critical deficiencies; no more than two (2) key item deficiencies; and no more than three (3) other item deficiencies. Upon completion of the re-certification inspection where the applicant has met the requirements for certification, he/she will be given a corrective action plan by the Department if there are any key or other deficiencies cited. The certified shellfish processing facility must comply with the corrective action plan outlined on the Shellfish Processing Facility Inspection Form Addendum (FDACS-15012, Revision 10/16), that is given to the owner, facility supervisor or the designated representative at the end of the inspection.
(8) The owner, facility superivisor, or designated representative must ensure that all employees who receive, handle, and process shellfish obtain training according to Title 21 C.F.R., Part 117, revised as of April 1, 2025, August 5, 2025 within 30 days of their initial hiring. Proof of training for all employees shall be maintained at the certified shellfish processing facility and provided to the Department upon request.
(9) through (20) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 597.020 FS. Law Implemented 597.020 FS. History–New 1-4-87, Amended 8-10-88, Formerly 16R-7.007, Amended 7-3-95, 5-8-96, 2-6-97, 6-23-99, Formerly 62R-7.007, Amended 8-9-00, 5-29-02, 3-23-17, 5-7-19, Technical Change 8-14-25, Amended           . 
