Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Florida Athletic Commission
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 

61K1-3.008
Judge; License and Duties

61K1-3.012
Referee; License and Duties

61K1-3.027
Weight Classes for Boxing, Kickboxing and Mixed Martial Arts

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Licensure of judges in professional matches; licensure of referees in professional matches; weight classes in boxing, kickboxing, and mixed martial arts.

SUMMARY: The amendments will update the licensure process for new judges and referees in professional matches, and also alter the weight classes for professional matches.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its meeting, the Commission concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Board determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 548.003, 548.006 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 548.003(2), 548.017, 548.043(2), 548.056, 548.057 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Timothy L. Shipman, Executive Director, Florida Athletic Commission, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1016, timothy.shipman@myfloridalicense.com, (850)488-8500

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
61K1-3.008 Judge; License and Duties.
(1) No change.
(2) Applications for a professional judge license will be reviewed, evaluated, and processed in the following manner:
(a) Any person desiring to become licensed for the first time as a professional boxing, kickboxing, or mixed martial arts judge shall submit to the commission the appropriate application using Form BPR-0009-450, entitled “Application for License” (06/23), which is incorporated in Rule 61K1-3.001, F.A.C. The form can be obtained from the Department of Business and Professional Regulation, Florida Athletic Commission, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1016, or at the Commission’s website at: http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/pro/sbc/index.html.
1. All applicants for a boxing, kickboxing, or mixed martial arts judge license must first be licensed as a trailing judge issued a temporary certificate by the executive director unless otherwise provided in this rule. A trailing judge license authorizes an applicant to unofficially score bouts for evaluation and training purposes under the supervision of the commission, executive director, or designee. Licensure as a trailing judge allows for the evaluation of an applicant’s knowledge, judgment, and ability to perform the duties outlined in this rule prior to the issuance of a judge license and does not authorize the holder to officiate in any official capacity during a sanctioned event. Temporary certificates are required for any person desiring to unofficially score a match for evaluation purposes. A license application shall be submitted with the same information and fee as a judge license.
2. An applicant may be issued a judge license after unofficially scoring a minimum of 100 rounds of boxing or 50 rounds of kickboxing or mixed martial arts in this state for a minimum of 12 months as a trailing judge and demonstrating during this period that he or she has the ability to perform the duties outlined in this rule. For boxing and kickboxing, the application shall include a certification from the executive director attesting that the applicant has completed the unofficial scoring of a minimum of 50 rounds of professional boxing or kickboxing held in this state and has been unofficially judging in this state for a minimum of twelve months with a temporary certificate issued by the commission which is in good standing. The applicant must have a demonstrated record and evidence that he/she has the ability to perform the duties outlined below. The executive director may issue a temporary license pending final action by the commission. The commission shall render a decision as to whether or not the application for judge license shall be approved, which decision is solely that of the commission. If a license application is not granted by the commission, the commission shall set forth the reasons for not granting the license.
3. For mixed martial arts, the application shall include a statement of experience inclusive of any certifications attained as an official in any of the martial arts, grappling, boxing, or kickboxing. If satisfied with the credentials of the applicant, the executive director may cause to be issued a temporary certificate for evaluation purposes, whereby the holder shall unofficially score professional mixed martial arts events held in this state for a period of time to be determined by the executive director; however, under no circumstances shall this period be longer than a total of 50 rounds and 12 months. If the temporary certificate holder has unofficially scored 100 rounds during an 18 month period, the executive director shall present the applicant to the commission for a final decision on licensure.
(b) Foreign licensed Oofficials from jurisdictions outside this state may be temporarily licensed by the executive director upon demonstrating an ability to perform the duties outlined in this rule below. The foreign licensed official’s record and ability shall be verified by obtaining records from a central repository and any such other information as the executive director prior to licensure deems necessary to qualify the official. After issuance of a temporary license, the chairman of the commission shall approve or disapprove the license, in accordance with these rules.
(c) At its first meeting after November 1 of each year, the commission shall review the performance of each licensed professional judge in Florida and shall approve or disapprove any application for renewal or subsequent application.
(c) (d) The executive director shall limit to three the number of trailing unofficial judges at each event. The commission will make arrangements for trailing unofficial judges to enter the premises of assigned programs the program of matches free of charge and have an appropriate seat from which to judge the contests, provided however that in the case of television and such other events which by their nature severely limit ringside access, permission to sit and judge at ringside will not be authorized. In the case that the event is sold out, authorization will not be granted to attend the event free of charge. Travel and other expenses of the trailing unofficial judge shall be borne solely by the trailing unofficial judge. Trailing Unofficial judges must present their scorecards to the commission representative prior to the announcement of the result by the announcer and all contests within one program of matches must be judged by the trailing unofficial judge in order for any contest within that program of matches to be included in the trailing judge’s statistical record.
(3) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 548.003 FS. Law Implemented 548.003(2), 548.017, 548.056, 548.057 FS. History–New 2-7-85, Amended 11-24-85, Formerly 7F-1.13, Amended 4-6-89, 5-13-90, 1-9-91, Formerly 7F-1.013, Amended 9-10-95, 4-3-00, 6-21-04, 12-6-10, Formerly 61K1-1.013, Amended 10-14-18, 1-2-25,___________.
 
61K1-3.012 Referee; License and Duties.
(1) License.
(a) through (e) No change.
(f) No referee shall also serve as a supervisor or serve on the ratings committee or recommend boxers to the ratings committee for a sanctioning body. The applicant must have a demonstrated record and evidence that he/she has the ability to perform the duties outlined below. The executive director may issue a temporary certificate pending final action by the Commission.
(2) Applicants for a professional referee’s license will be reviewed, evaluated and processed in the following manner:
(a) Any person desiring to become licensed for the first time as a professional boxing, kickboxing, or mixed martial arts referee, shall submit to the commission the appropriate application using Form BPR-0009-450, entitled “Application for License” (06/23), which is incorporated in Rule 61K1-3.001, F.A.C. The form can be obtained from the Department of Business and Professional Regulation, Florida Athletic Commission, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1016, or at the Commission’s website at: http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/pro/sbc/index.html the appropriate application for license.
1. All applicants for a boxing, kickboxing, or mixed martial arts referee license must first be licensed as a trailing referee by the executive director unless otherwise provided in this rule. Licensure as a trailing referee allows for the evaluation of an applicant’s knowledge, judgment, and ability to perform the duties outlined in this rule prior to the issuance of a referee license and does not authorize the holder to officiate in any official capacity during a sanctioned event.
(b) At its first meeting after November 1 of each year, and following the submittal of the application for license, the commission shall render a decision as to whether or not the license will be granted.
2. (c) Applicants for a referee license will be permitted to attend assigned programs of matches as a trailing referee officiate at the discretion of the executive director for observation purposes. The executive director shall cause to be issued a temporary certificate for this purpose by collecting a license application and fee from the applicant. In making trailing referee assignments, tThe executive director shall be cognizant of the relative importance of the match, the number of scheduled rounds and any other factors that may contribute to a difficult set of circumstances for a referee early in his or her career.
3. (d) The commission will make arrangements for trailing referees to enter the premises of assigned programs of matches free of charge. Applicants for a referee license will be admitted free of charge to professional boxing venues for the purpose of observing and interacting with licensed referees, provided however, that in the case of television events and such other events which by their nature severely limit ringside access, permission to sit at ringside will not be authorized. In the case that an event is sold out, authorization will not be granted to attend the event. Travel and other expenses will be borne solely by the trailing referee applicant.
4. An applicant may be issued a referee license after serving as a trailing referee for a minimum of 12 months and demonstrating during this period that he or she has the ability to perform the duties outlined in this rule. 
(e) At its first meeting after November 1 of each year, the executive director shall recommend to the commission a list of professional referees to be licensed or renewed as officials in this state and the commission shall approve or disapprove the recommendations.
(b) Officials from jurisdictions outside this state may be licensed by the executive director upon demonstrating an ability to perform the duties outlined in this rule. The official’s record and ability shall be verified by the executive director prior to licensure.
(3) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 548.003 FS. Law Implemented 548.003(2), 548.017, 548.056, 548.057 FS. History–New 2-7-85, Amended 11-24-85, Formerly 7F-1.19, Amended 4-6-89, 1-1-90, 1-9-91, Formerly 7F-1.019, Amended 9-10-95, 4-3-00, 6-1-04, Formerly 61K1-1.019, Amended

.
 
61K1-3.027 Weight Classes for Boxing, Kickboxing and Mixed Martial Arts. 
(1)    Boxing Weight Classes: 
	Name
	Weight (lbs) 
	Weight Differential (lbs)

	Mini Flyweight
	Up to 105 
	3

	Light Flyweight
	Over 105 to 108
	3

	Flyweight
	Over 108 to 112
	3

	Super Flyweight
	Over 112 to 115
	3

	Bantamweight
	Over 115 to 118
	3

	Super Bantamweight
	Over 118 to 122
	4

	Featherweight
	Over 122 to 126
	4

	Super Featherweight
	Over 126 to 130
	4

	Lightweight
	Over 130 to 135
	5

	Super Lightweight
	Over 135 to 140
	5

	Welterweight
	Over 140 to 147
	7

	Super Welterweight
	Over 147 to 154
	7

	Middleweight
	Over 154 to 160
	7

	Super Middleweight
	Over 160 to 168
	7

	Light Heavyweight
	Over 168 to 175
	7

	Cruiserweight
	Over 175 to 200
	12

	Heavyweight
	Over 200
	No limit


 
	Name
	Weight (lbs) 
	Weight Differential (lbs)

	Flyweight
	Up to 112
	6

	Bantamweight
	113 to 118
	6

	Featherweight
	119 to 126
	6

	Junior Lightweight
	127 to 130
	6

	Lightweight
	131 to 135
	6

	Junior Welterweight
	136 to 140
	8

	Welterweight
	141 to 147
	8

	Junior Middleweight
	148 to 154
	10

	Middleweight
	155 to 160
	10

	Light Heavyweight
	161 to 175
	12

	Cruiserweight
	176 to 190
	14

	Heavyweight
	191 and above
	No limit


(2) Kickboxing Weight Classes:
	Name
	Weight (lbs) 
	Weight Differential (lbs)

	Atomweight
	Up to Less than 108
	4

	Super Atomweight
	Over 108 109 to 111
	4

	Flyweight
	Over 111 112 to 114
	4

	Super Flyweight
	Over 114 115 to 117
	4

	Bantamweight
	Over 117 118 to 120
	5

	Super Bantamweight
	Over 120 121 to 124
	5

	Featherweight
	Over 124 125 to 128
	5

	Lightweight
	Over 128 129 to 132
	6

	Super Lightweight
	Over 132 133 to 137
	6

	Light Welterweight
	Over 137 138 to 142
	6

	Welterweight
	Over 142 143 to 147
	7

	Super Welterweight
	Over 147 148 to 153
	7

	Light Welterweight
	Over 153 154 to 159
	7

	Middleweight
	Over 159 160 to 165 
	8

	Super Middleweight
	Over 165 166 to 172 
	8

	Light Heavyweight Cruiserweight
	Over 172 173 to 179
	8

	Light Cruiserweight
	Over 179 180 to 186
	9

	Cruisserweight
	Over 186 187 to 194
	9

	Super Cruiserweight
	Over 194 to 195-207
	12 9

	Heavyweight
	Over 207 208 to 223
	15 12

	Super Heavyweight
	Over 223 224 and above
	unlimited


 
(3)    Mixed Martial Arts Weight Classes:
	Name
	Weight (lbs) 
	Weight Differential (lbs)

	Flyweight
	Up to 125
	8

	Bantamweight
	Over 125 126 to 135 
	10

	Featherweight
	Over 135 136 to 145
	10

	Lightweight
	Over 145 146 to 155
	10

	Welterweight
	Over 155 156 to 170
	15

	Middleweight
	Over 170 171 to 185
	15

	Light Heavyweight
	Over 185 186 to 205
	20

	Heavyweight
	Over 205 206 to 265
	20

	Super Heavyweight
	Over 265 266
	unlimited


(4) No boxing, kickboxing or mixed martial arts match shall be permitted with a weight difference greater than the weight differentials listed above without the approval of the executive director or his or her designee and in accordance with the requirements of section 548.043(2), F.S. 
Rulemaking Authority 548.003 FS. Law Implemented 548.043(2) FS. History–New 12-10-15, Amended 


.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Florida Athletic Commission

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Athletic Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: June 3, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: June 30, 2026
