Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Florida Building Commission
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

61G20-1.001
Florida Building Code Adopted

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Florida Building Commission has issued an order disposing of the petition for declaratory statement filed by Jax Apex Technology, Inc., on March 12, 2026. The following is a summary of the agency's disposition of the petition: 

Petitioner requested an answer to the following questions, based upon the project described within its petition: 1. Does section R301.2.1.1, Florida Building Code, Residential, 8th Edition (2023), permit the use of ASCE 7 engineered design to determine wind load for the building? 2. When engineering design in accordance with ASCE 7 is used for the building in question, must the design also comply with the deemed to comply standards (in this case WFCM and ICC600)? On June 9, 2026, the Commission provided the following answers: In response to Petitioner’s first question, the answer is yes. Pursuant to section R301.2.1.1, Florida Building Code, Residential, 8th Edition (2023), ASCE 7 is an acceptable method for determining wind loads and performing engineered design for the project in question. In response to Petitioner’s second question, the answer is no. Section R301.2.1.1, Florida Building Code, Residential, 8th Edition (2023), requires buildings to be designed in accordance with one or more of the listed methods, including ASCE 7. Section R301.1.3 permits structural elements that do not conform to the prescriptive provisions to be designed in accordance with accepted engineering practice. Accordingly, when an engineered design in accordance with ASCE 7 is used, compliance with prescriptive standards such as the AWC Wood Frame Construction Manual (WFCM) and ICC 600 is not required, provided the design meets all applicable requirements of the Florida Building Code – Residential.

A copy of the Order Disposing of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk’s Office, Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)921-0342, AGC.Filing@myfloridalicense.com.
