Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Florida Building Commission
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

61G20-1.001
Florida Building Code Adopted

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Florida Building Commission has issued an order disposing of the petition for declaratory statement filed by the City of Cape Coral on April 01, 2026. The following is a summary of the agency's disposition of the petition: 

Petitioner requested an answer to the following questions, based upon the project described within its petition: 1. Does the Florida Building Code apply to floating structures that are not classified as vessels and are not defined as "floating residential structures," but are used for commercial or non-residential purposes and intended for occupancy? 2. If applicable, should such floating structures be regulated as "structures" under the Florida Building Code, including compliance with structural, life safety, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, fuel-gas and flood-resistant construction provisions? 3. Are floating structures that are permanently moored, connected to utilities, and intended for occupancy required to comply with FBC Chapter 16 (Structural), Section 1612 (Flood Loads), and ASCE 24, including applicable local freeboard requirements? 4. In the absence of a specific definition within the Florida Building Code, what is the appropriate regulatory framework for ensuring uniform application and enforcement across jurisdictions? On June 9, 2026, the Commission provided the following answers: In response to Petitioner’s first question, the answer is no. Section 102.2, Florida Building Code, Building, 8th Edition (2023), limits the application of the Code to “floating residential structures” and does not include “floating commercial structures.” Therefore, the floating structure in question falls outside the scope of the Florida Building Code. In response to Petitioner’s second and third questions, see the answer to question #1. In response to Petitioner’s fourth question, pursuant to section 28-105.001, Florida Administrative Code, a declaratory statement is “a means for resolving a controversy or answering questions or doubts concerning the applicability of statutory provisions, rules, or orders over which the agency has authority.” As the Florida Building Code does not apply to the floating commercial structure and no other source of jurisdiction over it has been identified by the Petitioner, the Florida Building Commission is without authority to provide an answer to this question.

A copy of the Order Disposing of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk’s Office, Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)921-0342, AGC.Filing@myfloridalicense.com.
