Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Florida Building Commission
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

61G20-1.001
Florida Building Code Adopted

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Florida Building Commission has issued an order disposing of the petition for declaratory statement filed by the City of Cape Coral on April 22, 2026. The following is a summary of the agency's disposition of the petition: 

Petitioner requested an answer to the following questions, based upon the project described within its petition: 1. Does NEC 555.13, as adopted by the Florida Building Code, require bonding of the permanently affixed metal ladder that extends into and is in direct contact with the water? 2. Does the presence of energized electrical equipment located on the dock (including a boat lift, luminaires, and receptacles) cause the metal ladder, which is affixed to the structure and in contact with the water, to be considered a “non-current-carrying metal part likely to become energized” under NEC 555.13, thereby requiring bonding? 3. Does the requirement in NEC 555.13 for “all metal parts in contact with the water” apply to the metal ladder independent of its connection to the electrical system, solely based on its physical condition of being in contact with the water? 4. Where electrical equipment is present on the dock and the metal ladder extends into the water, should the potential for electrical current to be introduced into the water be considered in determining whether the metal ladder is required to be bonded under NEC 555.13, due to the risk of electrical shock hazards to individuals using or swimming near the dock? On June 9, 2026, the Commission provided the following answers: In response to Petitioner’s first question, the answer is yes. Pursuant to section 555.13, NFPA 70 (National Electrical Code) (2020), all metal parts in contact with the water, as well as all non-current-carrying metal parts likely to become energized, are required to be bonded to the grounding system. Accordingly, the permanently affixed metal ladder at issue must be bonded to the grounding system in accordance with section 555.13, NFPA 70 (National Electrical Code) (2020). However, the authority having jurisdiction has the authority to make final determination based on the specific location of the electrical source in relation to the ladder in question. In response to Petitioner’s second, third, and fourth questions, see the answer to question #1. 

A copy of the Order Disposing of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk’s Office, Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)921-0342, AGC.Filing@myfloridalicense.com.
