Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy and Mental Health Counseling
The Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy and Mental Health Counseling hereby gives notice: that on June 30, 2026, an Order was filed on the Petition for Variance or Waiver. The Petition was filed by Alfonso Caballero Laruelo, Petitioner. Petitioner sought a variance and waiver from Rule 64B4-3.003, F.A.C. regarding examination for licensure. Petitioner requested a waiver from the coursework requirements required to obtain his application for full licensure as Mental Health Counselor. Petitioner also requested that the Board allow him to be able to sit for the National Counselor Examination.

The Notice of Petition for Variance or Waiver was published in Vol. 52, No. 78, on April 22, 2026, in the Florida Administrative Register. The Board, at its meeting held on May 29, 2026, denied the Petition for variance or waiver, finding that while Chapter 64B4-3, Florida Administrative Code, does reiterate the education requirements for licensure, the requirements are established by Statute and therefore the Board lacks authority to grant a variance or waiver or same.

A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting: Ashleigh Irving, Executive Director, Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy and Mental Health Counseling, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin # C08, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258, telephone: (850)488-0595, or by electronic mail – Ashleigh.Irving@flhealth.gov

