Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:
62-602.270
Eligibility for Operator Examinations

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection hereby gives notice:
On July 9, 2026, the Department has issued an order granting petition for variance.
Petitioner’s Name: The School Board of Duval County, Florida
Date Petition Filed: April 13, 2026.
Rule No.: 62-602.270(1), F.A.C.
Nature of the rule for which variance or waiver is sought: Petitioner requests a variance of the requirement of subsection 62-602.270(1), Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.) relating to eligibility for taking the Level C and Level D Water and/or Wastewater Examination by students enrolled in the Environmental Water and Reclamation Technology program at First Coast High School, Jacksonville, Florida. This variance would allow seniors at First Coast High School who have completed the Environmental Water and Reclamation Technology program and the FDEP approved preexamination course to sit for the exam(s), prior to receiving their high school diploma.
The petition has been assigned OGC #26-0596.
Date Petition Published in the Florida Administrative Register: April 24, 2026.
General Basis for Agency Decision: Petitioner has demonstrated that its students will suffer a substantial hardship if they are precluded from taking the exam prior to obtaining the high school diploma; entry into the workforce upon graduation would be delayed and an economic hardship would occur. No public comment was received.
A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting:
Chad Hardy, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3506, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400; telephone (850)245-8396; e-mail Chad.Hardy@Floridadep.gov, during normal business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except legal holidays.
