Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
Division of Funeral, Cemetery, and Consumer Services
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
69K-25.0025
Licensure by Military Experience; Funeral Directors, Embalmers, and Direct Disposers; Licensure Renewals of Spouses of Armed Forces Members

69K-25.003
Licensure as Temporary Embalmer or Temporary Funeral Director; Manner of Requesting and Fee; Practice Limitations; Expiration

69K-25.004
Limited License for Retired Professionals During Times of Critical Need

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rulemaking will revise licensure application requirements, incorporate forms, and update the Rulemaking Authority and Law Implemented Sections.

SUMMARY: This rulemaking will revise licensure application requirements as it relates to licensure by military experience, licensure renewals of spouses of armed forces members, temporary embalmer and temporary funeral director licensure and renewal, and limited licensure for retired professionals during times of critical need.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department’s economic review for this rulemaking.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 497.103, 497.140, 497.141, 497.142, 497.143, 497.146, 497.168, 497.369, 497.374, 497.393, 497.602 FS
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 120.60, 497.140, 497.141, 497.142, 497.143, 497.146, 497.168, 497.369, 497.374, 497.393, 497.602 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Mary Schwantes, Division Director, Department of Financial Services, Division of Funeral, Cemetery, and Consumer Services, (850)413-4984. Mary.Schwantes@MyFloridaCFO.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

69K-25.0025 Licensure by Military Experience; Funeral Directors, Embalmers, and Direct Disposers; Licensure Renewals of Spouses of Armed Forces Members.
(1) A member of the United States Armed Forces or and a veteran of the United States Armed Forces whose appointed duties in the military are or were is/was to act as a mortician or mortuary specialist, is eligible for licensure as a funeral director if the following are submitted to the Department: 
(a) through (e) No change.
(2) A member of the United States Armed Forces or and a veteran of the United States Armed Forces whose appointed duties in the military are or were is/was to act as a mortician or mortuary specialist, is eligible for licensure as an embalmer if the following are submitted to the Department:
(a) Proof of successful completion of a course, embracing at least the subjects specified in Section Sections 497.368(1)(d), (e), F.S., at a school or college approved by the American Board of Funeral Service Education or by the Board of Funeral, Cemetery, and Consumer Services;
(b) through (f) No change.
(3) A member of the United States Armed Forces or and a veteran of the United States Armed Forces whose appointed duties in the military are or were is/was to act as a mortician or mortuary specialist, is eligible for licensure as a direct disposer if the following are submitted to the Department:
(a) through (e) No change.
(4) A licensee who is the spouse of a member of the Armed Forces of the United States and absent from the State of Florida and was caused to be absent from the State of Florida because of the spouse’s duties with the Armed Forces, shall be exempt from all licensure renewal provisions under Title 69K, F.A.C., these rules during such absence. The licensee must show proof to the Board of the absence and the spouse’s military status.
Rulemaking Authority 497.103, 497.168, 497.393, 497.602(4) FS. Law Implemented 497.168, 497.393, 497.602(4) FS. History–New 6-11-19, Amended      .

69K-25.003 Licensure as Temporary Embalmer and or Temporary Funeral Director Licensure and Renewal; Manner of Requesting and Fee; Practice Limitations; Expiration.
(1) An applicant for licensure by endorsement as an embalmer or as a funeral director may, at the time of application, apply for temporary licensure request to be registered to practice as an a temporary embalmer or a temporary funeral director while awaiting to take the licensure examination required in Section 497.369(4) or 497.374(4), F.S. To apply for temporary licensure, an applicant shall submit to the Department the following: The fee for such registration shall be $50.00
(a)  The Application for Provisional or Temporary Licensure, Form DFS-N1-1768, effective 07/26, which is hereby incorporated by reference and available on the Department’s website at https://www.myfloridacfo.com/Division/funeralcemetery or http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19913 and submitted in accordance with the instructions therein; and
(b) A non-refundable application fee set forth in Rule 69K-17.003, F.A.C. 
(2) The request for licensure as a temporary embalmer or temporary funeral director shall be in writing, shall include the name and address of the establishment at which the applicant will be temporarily practicing and the name of the licensee who will be supervising the applicant, and shall be accompanied by payment of the registration fee which shall be in addition to the fee for licensure by endorsement.
(2)(3) After verifying that the applicant meets the requirements of Section 497.369(1)(a) or 497.374(1)(a), F.S., and has paid the registration fee, the Department Board shall issue the applicant a letter authorizing temporary practice which the applicant shall keep readily available for inspection by the Board or the Department inspectors of the Department of Financial Services. In the event the Department Executive Director is unable to verify that the applicant meets all the requirements for temporary practice, the applicant's request shall be presented to the Board at its next available meeting for decision.
(4) A member of the United States Armed Forces, such member’s spouse, and a veteran of the United States Armed Forces who separated from service within 2 years preceding the application for licensure are exempt from the initial issuance fee. The military record must show such member is currently in good standing or such veteran was honorably discharged.
(3)(5) An applicant, who is granted authorization for temporary practice, shall practice only in a licensed funeral establishment. A temporary embalmer shall practice only under the direct supervision of a licensed embalmer. A temporary funeral director shall practice only under the direct supervision of a licensed funeral director. For purposes of this Rrule, “direct supervision” does not require the physical presence of the supervising licensee on the premises at all times; however, the supervising licensee shall be available to communicate with the temporary licensee in those times in which the supervising licensee is not on the premises. Furthermore, the supervising licensee shall review and give final approval to all services performed by the temporary licensee.
(6) renumbered as (4) No change. 
(7) renumbered as (5) No change. 
(6) An applicant, who is granted authorization to practice temporarily, may apply for licensure renewal once, by submitting to the Department the following:
  (a) The Application for Provisional or Temporary Licensure Renewal, Form DFS-N1-1769, effective 07/26, which is hereby incorporated by reference and available on the Department’s website at https://www.myfloridacfo.com/Division/funeralcemetery or http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19914 and submitted in accordance with the instructions therein; and
(b) A non-refundable renewal fee of $50.00.
Rulemaking Authority 497.103, 497.140, 497.141, 497.369(5), 497.374(5) FS. Law Implemented 120.60, 497.140, 497.141, 497.369, 497.374 FS. History–New 10-25-92, Amended 5-20-93, Formerly 21J-25.003, Amended 11-11-99, Formerly 61G8-25.003, Amended 2-18-19,      .

69K-25.004 Limited Licensure License for Retired Professionals During Times of Critical Need. 
(1) No change.
(2) Each person desiring to obtain a limited license as a retired funeral director, embalmer, or combination funeral director and /embalmer shall apply by submitting to the Department by submitting the following:
(a) The A completed “Application for Retired Professionals,” Form DFS-N1-1746, effective 07/26 10/06, which is hereby incorporated by reference in Rule 69K-1.001, F.A.C., and is available on the Department’s website at https://www.myfloridacfo.com/Division/funeralcemetery or http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19912. The application must be submitted in accordance with the instructions therein; and (www.myfloridacfo.com/FuneralCemetery) or by contacting the Department of Financial Services, Division of Funeral, Cemetery and Consumer Services, 200 East Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0361.
(b) A notarized affidavit stating that the applicant:
1. Has been licensed to practice in any jurisdiction in the United States for at least 10 ten years in the profession for which the applicant seeks a limited license;
2. through 3. No change.
4. Shall not engage in preneed sales under such limited license.
Rulemaking Authority 497.103(5)(b), 497.141, 497.142, 497.143, 497.146 FS. Law Implemented 120.60, 497.141, 497.142, 497.143, 497.146 FS. History–New 6-2-09, Amended      .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Mary Schwantes, Division Director

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Blaise Ingoglia, Chief Financial Officer

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: July 29, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: March 27, 2026
