Notice of Change/Withdrawal

AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION
Health Facility and Agency Licensing
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

59A-3.278
Rehabilitation, Psychiatric and Substance Abuse Programs

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 52 No. 91, May 11, 2026 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.
59A-3.278 Comprehensive Medical Rehabilitation, Psychiatric and Substance Abuse Programs.
(1) through (9) No change.
(10) Psychiatric programs provided by hospitals shall meet the following additional standards:
(a) The program, unit, service or similarly titled part shall have medical direction by a physician who is board-certified or board-eligible by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology or the American Osteopathic Board of Neurology and Psychiatry. A physician with psychiatric postgraduate training and experience who is not board certified or eligible may serve as the medical director if the training and experience is acceptable to the hospital’s governing board via the medical staff committee responsible for appointment and reappointment of medical staff as specified in Rule 59A-3.275, F.A.C. 
(b) The program, unit, service or similarly titled part shall have an advanced practice registered nurse certified as a psychiatric nurse, or a registered professional nurse with mental health nursing experience and education acceptable to the psychiatric medical director. This rule does not restrict or limit a person licensed under Chapter 464, F.S., from performing psychiatric services within their scope of practice. or advanced practice registered nurse qualified in psychiatric or mental health nursing to oversee the nursing operations of the unit.
(c) Providers of hospital inpatient psychiatric services must also provide outpatient services either directly or through referral to written agreements with community outpatient mental health programs, such as local psychiatrists, local psychologists, community mental health programs, or other local mental health outpatient programs. The referral must be included as part of the patient’s discharge planning and must be documented in the patient’s medical record. 
(d) through (e) No Change. 
(11) Substance abuse programs provided by hospitals shall meet the following additional standards:
(a) The program, unit, service, or similarly titled part shall have medical direction by a physician who is board- certified certified or board-eligible in eligible by the American Society of Addiction Medicine, through the American Board of Preventive Medicine or a physician subspecialty certified or eligible in Addiction Medicine by the American Osteopathic Association.
(b) No Change. 
(c) Providers of hospital inpatient substance abuse services must also provide outpatient or referral services, either directly or through referral to written agreements with community outpatient substance abuse programs, such as local psychiatrists, other physicians trained in the treatment of substance abuse disorders, local psychologists, community mental health programs, or other local substance abuse outpatient programs. The referral must be included as part of the patient’s discharge planning and must be documented in the patient’s medical record. 
(d) through (e) No change. 
(12) Comprehensive medical rehabilitation programs provided by hospitals must include comprehensive medical rehabilitation nursing, physical therapy, and occupational therapy. In addition to required services as specified in this chapter, the following services may be provided, directly or by contract as needed: speech pathology and audiology, social services, psychological services, and orthotic and prosthetic services. The responsibility for the medical direction of the comprehensive medical rehabilitation program must be a physician member of the organized medical staff with at least two years of experience in the medical management of inpatients requiring rehabilitation services and is knowledgeable in the comprehensive medical rehabilitation services offered. Unless otherwise permitted by law, comprehensive medical rehabilitation services shall be initiated by a physician. The written request for services shall include reference to the diagnosis or problems for which treatment is planned. Overall supervision and administration of the following specialty comprehensive medical rehabilitation programs may be provided by staff with the following credentials:
(a) through (c) No change. 
(d) Comprehensive Medical Rehabilitation Nursing – A registered nurse or advanced practice registered nurse who shall have documented training in comprehensive medical rehabilitation nursing. This rule does not restrict or limit a person licensed under Chapter 464, F.S., from performing comprehensive medical rehabilitation services within their scope of practice. 
(e) through (f) No change. 
(13) No Change. 
Rulemaking Authority 395.1055 FS. Law Implemented 395.1055 FS. History–New 9-4-95, Formerly 59A-3.229, Amended       .
