Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

62-528.435
Plugging and Abandonment Criteria and Procedures for Class I and III Wells

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on July 31, 2026, the Department of Environmental Protection, received a petition for a variance from the Lee County Board of County Commissioners. This petition requested a permanent variance from paragraph 62-528.435(7), F.A.C., which requires for all Class I wells, after removal of the tubing and packer (if applicable), the final or innermost string of casing shall be filled with neat cement grout or an approved equivalent from a depth of at least 10 feet below the bottom of the casing to land surface. This request would allow the final casing to be filled with neat cement grout from a depth of 213 feet above the bottom of the casing to land surface. The petition has been assigned OGC No. 26-1815.

This petition was preceded by Lee County Utilities’ petition for variance received on July 20, 2026, and noticed in the Florida Administrative Register on July 29, 2026 (Vol. 52/146). This petition was assigned OGC No. 26-1769. On July 29, 2026, Lee County Utilities withdrew this petition and closed OGC No. 26-1769.

A copy of the Petition for Variance or Waiver may be obtained by contacting: James Dodson, Department of Environmental Protection, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3500, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400, telephone: (850)245-8653, email: James.Dodson@FloridaDep.gov, during normal business hours, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except legal holidays. Written comments must be received by the Department of Environmental Protection no later than 14 days from the date of publication of this notice.

