Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Economic Self-Sufficiency Program
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
65A-1.603
Food Assistance Program Income and Expenses

65A-1.605
Food Assistance Employment and Training

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Amend to update the standard utility allowance, basic utility allowance, telephone standard and shelter deduction used to determine an assistance group’s benefits and adds verification of allowable expenses and deductions. Amends to update the federal statutory references and clarifies the employment and training requirements.

SUMMARY: Amendments include: (1) updates allowances and deductions for food assistance program, (2) updates verification requirements for allowable expenses and deductions, (3) updates language, (4) updates federal statutory references, (5) removes “remote area” provision, (6) removes language repeated in statute, and (7) clarifies the employment and training program.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
A SERC has not been prepared.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used a checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine if there is an adverse impact or regulatory costs associated with this rule that exceeds the criteria in section 120.541(2)(a), F.S. Based upon this analysis, the Department has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 414.45 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 414.31, 414.455 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Elizabeth Floyd. Elizabeth can be reached at Elizabeth.Floyd@myflfamilies.com or (850)488-2380.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

65A-1.603 Food Assistance Program Allowable Income and Expenses and Deductions.
(1) Rounding Income and Expenses. With the exception of the benefit reduction, cents resulting from budget calculations are retained at each level in determining the assistance group’s (AGs) food assistance benefits. The benefit reduction is rounded up to the next whole dollar.
(1)(2) Standard Utility Allowance (SUA). A standard utility allowance (SUA) of $430 is applied to an assistance group (AG) that incurs or expects $419 must be used by AGs who incur, or within the eligibility period expect to incur during the eligibility period, heating or cooling expenses separate and apart from their rent or mortgage. The SUA will also be applied to an AG that includes only elderly or disabled members and by AGs who receive direct or indirect assistance authorized under the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981 or other Third-Party Energy Assistance Programs. When the SUA is applied, aActual utility expenses are not included allowed. No Any additional utility expenses, including Basic Utility Allowance (BUA) or the Ttelephone Sstandard, will be applied are not used.
(2)(3) Basic Utility Allowance (BUA). A basic utility allowance (BUA) of $348 is applied to an AG that does $339 must be used by AGs who do not incur heating or cooling expenses;, but does do incur at least two utility expenses such as electricity, fuel, water, sewerage, or garbage pickup, separate and apart from their rent or mortgage, such as electricity, fuel, water, sewage, or garbage pickup. When the BUA is applied, aActual utility expenses are not included allowed. No Any additional utility expenses, including the SUA or Ttelephone Sstandard, will be applied are not used.
(3)(4) Telephone Standard. A telephone standard of $56 is applied to an AG that incurs $55 must be used by AGs who incur only a telephone expense. When the Telephone Standard is applied, aActual telephone expenses are not allowed. No Any additional utility expenses, including the SUA or BUA, will be applied are not used.
(4)(5) Homeless Shelter Deduction. A homeless shelter deduction of $199 $190 must be applied to a used by homeless AG that does AGs who do not receive free shelter for throughout the entire month and incurs incur or expects expect to incur a shelter expense during the eligibility period. If the homeless AG verifies actual shelter expenses that exceed the homeless shelter deduction, the actual expenses must be used instead expenses unless higher expenses are claimed.
(5)(6) Deductions Child Support Paid Out. The following deductions are applied to food assistance AGs in accordance with 7 C.F.R. §273.9; a standard deduction based on the size of the AG; an earned income deduction; an excess medical deduction; dependent care costs, and legally obligated child support payments. Legally obligated child support payments are a deduction for the Food Assistance Program.
(6) Verification of Allowable Expenses and Deductions. Shelter costs, utility expenses, medical expenses for elderly or disabled members, dependent care costs, and legally obligated child support payments must be verified prior to applying a deduction or utility allowance. If verification is not provided, the corresponding deduction or utility allowance will not be applied.
Rulemaking Authority 414.45 FS. Law Implemented 414.31 FS. History–New 1-31-94, Formerly 10C-1.603, Amended 1-12-99, 5-25-03, 8-22-05, 2-17-09, 12-13-09, 11-1-10, 12-25-11, 10-16-12, 8-11-13, 11-30-14, 1-31-16, 6-6-17, 4-4-18, 8-15-18, 12-3-19, 11-25-20, 1-9-22, 2-6-23, 2-7-24, 2-5-25,   .

65A-1.605 Food Assistance Employment and Training.
(1) The Food Assistance Employment and Training (E&T) Program is administered in accordance with the requirements of 7 C.F.R. §273.7, P.L. 104-193, The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, and P.L. 107-171, Food Stamp Reauthorization Act of 2002, P.L. 88-525, Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended, and P.L. 115-334, Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018, as amended.
(2) through (4) No change 
(5) AG members between the ages of 18 through 59 who are not exempt from Food Assistance E&T requirements are referred to the LWDB for Food Assistance E&T Program participation.
(5)(6) Able-Bodied Adults without Dependents (ABAWDs). Assistance group members who meet the definition of an ABAWD in 7 C.F.R. §273.24 and not meeting an exception from ABAWD work requirements are not exempt are referred to the LWDB for Food Assistance E&T Program participation.
(a) Remote Areas. Assistance group members subject to ABAWD provisions and living in areas designated as remote by the Department must sign form CF-ES 2095 to work register, but will not be required to participate in Food Assistance E&T Program activities as long as the area is designated remote.
(b) Federal Waiver. In accordance with section 414.455, F.S., the Department must receive legislative approval prior to applying for, accepting, or renewing any federal waiver related to the Food Assistance E&T Program.
Rulemaking Authority 414.45 FS. Law Implemented 414.31, 414.455 FS. History–New 10-1-87, Amended 4-13-92, Formerly 10C-32.001, Amended 3-3-99, Formerly 65A-32.001, 3-27-03, Amended 9-3-25,    .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Travae Brown

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Taylor N. Hatch

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: June 10, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: July 22, 2026
