Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
68-1.013
Fishing Education Event License Exemption Permit

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed new rule sets forth the process for obtaining a Fishing Education Event License Exemption permit.

SUMMARY: The proposed new rule addresses a license exemption permit issued to organizations conducting a fishing education program, which will exempt participants, event staff, and event volunteers from Florida’s recreational fishing license and permit requirements while participating in the event.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. 
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. 379.353(2)(o), F.S.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Sarah Barrett, Director of Conservation Engagement and Education, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600, (850)404-6089 or sarah.barrett@myfwc.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68-1.013 Fishing Education Event License Exemption Permit. 
(1) The Commission may issue Fishing Education Event License Exemption permits, or FEEL Permits (Permit), exempting event participants, organizers, and volunteers associated with recreational fishing events described in subsection (2) from the freshwater and saltwater fishing license and permit requirements established in section 379.354, Florida Statutes, for the duration of a specified event. 
(2) For purposes of this rule, an “event” means a single, organized, time-limited occasion at a specified location conducted for the primary purpose of providing science-based recreational shore or land-based fishing education programs to novice fishers. 
(3) An individual or entity interested in hosting an event may apply for a Permit by completing and submitting a Permit application through the Commission’s online licensing system at least 30 business days prior to the start of the event. The Permit application must include the following information: 
(a) The event name; 
(b) The name of the sponsoring organization; 
(c) The event date; 
(d) The event location and address; 
(e) The expected number of participants; 
(f) The expected age range of participants; 
(g) The expected number of volunteers and staff; 
(h) The name, email address, and phone number of the event coordinator or point of contact; and 
(i) A brief description of the educational portion of the event that includes information on ethical angling practices, fishing regulations including size, season, and bag limits, licensing requirements, an overview of fishing techniques, and instruction on equipment, knots, and casting. 
(4) Permit approval is based on compliance with all of the following conditions: 
(a) Receipt of a completed Permit application by the Commission; 
(b) The event must be focused on teaching fishing techniques and best practices to novice fishers, and, at a minimum, the curriculum must include information addressing the topics listed in paragraph (3)(i); 
(c) The event may not last longer than 8 hours within any 24 hour period; 
(d) Fishing during the event must be conducted from shore or must be land-based and not conducted from a vessel; 
(e) The event must be held at a single location; and 
(f) The event must not be for profit and must not be a fundraiser or a competitive tournament. 
(5) The Permit must be available for immediate inspection by the Commission at the event site for the duration of the event.  
(6) The Permit is only valid for the duration of the authorized event for which the permit has been issued. 
(7) Any fishing technique, gear, best practices, or information provided during a permitted event must comply with all applicable Commission, State of Florida, and Federal rules, regulations, policies, and permit conditions. Failure to comply with any such applicable rules, regulations, policies, and permit conditions may result in revocation of the Permit and denial of future Permit applications. 
(8) The Permit does not exempt permittees, organizers, participants, or volunteers from applicable fishing regulations including size limits, bag limits, slot limits, gear restrictions, seasons, or any other harvest restrictions. Exemptions are not available for limited-entry activities.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.353 FS. History – New    .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Sarah Barrett, Director of Conservation Engagement and Education, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600.

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: August 5, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: July 9, 2026
