Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Division of Environmental Health
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
64E-18.002
Definitions

64E-18.011
Environmental Health Technician Certification

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose and effect of the proposed rule amendments are to update the existing definitions rule and to create Rule 64E-18.011, implementing requirements for environmental health technicians (EHTs).

SUMMARY: These amendments will provide the minimum standards relating to the certification of an EHT, including definitions, forms, and certification requirements for Department of Health or Department of Environmental Protection staff working under a supervising CEHP, and assigned duties in the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system program.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: Based on the SERC checklist, this proposed rulemaking will not have an adverse impact or effect regulatory costs in excess of $1 million within five years as established in s.120.541(2)(a) F.S.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 381.0101(4), (5) FS
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 381.0101(1), (4), (5), (8) FS.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Andrea Ables, Environmental Administrator, Bureau of Environmental Health, at (850)901-6484 or andrea.ables@flhealth.gov.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

64E-18.002 Definitions.
(1) through (3) No Change
(4) Environmental health technician as defined in s. 381.0101(1)(f), F.S.
(4) through (11) renumbered (5) through (12) No Change. 
(13) Supervising CEHP - a person employed as a supervisor by the department or Department of Environmental Protection who holds an active Certified Environmental Health Professional (CEHP) credential in onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems and is responsible for compliance with applicable rules and statutes of the work products produced by all environmental health technicians under his or her supervision.
Rulemaking Authority 381.0101(4), (5) FS. Law Implemented 381.0101(1)(2), (4), (5), (8) FS. History–New 9-21-94, Amended 8-20-96, Formerly 10D-123.002, Amended 3-2-98, 8-21-05,         .
64E-18.011 Environmental Health Technician Certification.
(1) A person employed by the department or Department of Environmental Protection, working under a supervising CEHP, and assigned duties in the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system program is subject to the requirements of this rule.
(2) A person employed by the department or Department of Environmental Protection, seeking certification as an environmental health technician (EHT) must:
(a) At a minimum, have received a high school diploma or its equivalent; and 
(b) Apply to the department by submitting form DH8024-DCHP-06/2025, Application for Environmental Health Technician Certification (effective June 2026), herein incorporated by reference and available at https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19738. The application must be submitted along with the applicable fees established in Rule 64E-18.010, F.A.C. 
(c) Complete training provided by the supervising CEHP, which, at a minimum, includes:
1. 20 construction permits drafted and reviewed; 
2. 10 construction inspections conducted in the presence of the supervising CEHP and evaluated; and 
3. 10 site evaluations conducted in the presence of the supervising CEHP and evaluated.
(d) Successfully complete a minimum of 24 hours of department-provided pre-certification course work. At a minimum, this course work must include training on soil classification, system design and theory, system material and construction standards, and regulatory requirements; and successfully pass the examinations administered by the department. The minimum passing score is a 70 percent correct response to all questions on each of the exams. 
(3) Completed applications for environmental health technician certification must be received by the Bureau of Environmental Public Health at least 10 days prior to starting the precertification coursework specified in paragraph (2)(d) above. 
(4) Within 10 days of receipt of the completed application, the department will provide any applicant who has complied with the requirements of paragraphs (2)(a) through (c) above the schedule for classes and program examinations.
(5) Examinations will be administered in accordance with subsections 64E-18.003(8) through (14), F.A.C. 
(6) All certificates expire on September 30th of even numbered years.
(7) To renew certification, an EHT must submit an application for renewal, form DH8025-DCHP-06/2025, Application for Renewal of Environmental Health Technician Certification (effective June 2026), herein incorporated by reference and available at https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19739. Applications submitted by mail must be postmarked on or before the close of business on September 30th of the expiration year of the certificate. 
(a) Certificates will be renewed only after information has been provided to the department that the environmental health technician has successfully completed, within the previous 24-month period, 24 contact hours of continuing education relating to public health and environmental health principles. 
(b) If a certificate holder does not file a renewal application prior to the expiration date of the certificate, the certificate will be placed in inactive status. A certificate can remain inactive no longer than 3 months at which time, if not renewed, it will expire. 
(8) Environmental health technicians must not provide services in the onsite sewage program if their certification has been revoked, suspended, or is inactive or expired.
(9) It is the responsibility of persons certified under this section to see that work which has been performed by them is carried out in conformance with the requirements of Chapters 500 or 381, and 386, F.S., and Chapter 62-6, F.A.C.
(10) The standards of practice specified in subsection 64E-18.007(2), F.A.C., apply to persons certified under this rule.
(11) The disiplinary guidelines specified in Rule 64E-18.008, F.A.C., will be used in disciplinary cases involving persons certified under this rule.
Rulemaking Authority 381.0101(5) FS. Law Implemented 381.0101(7) FS. New         .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Gina Vallone-Hood, Chief, Bureau of Environmental Public Health

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Joseph A. Ladapo, MD, PhD, State Surgeon General

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: August 18, 2026
DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: April 1, 2026
