Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

14-10.057
Vegetation Management Application and Permit Insurance

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Rule 14-10.057, F.A.C., provides criteria/requirements for tree trimming and other vegetation management on Department property as necessary for visibility of outdoor advertising signs.

SUMMARY: The rule is being amended to update a vegetative mitigation reference and to delete the sunset provision.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used an itemized checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine if there would be any adverse impact or regulatory cost associated with these rules that exceeds the stated criteria. Upon review of the proposed rulemaking, the Department determined that the proposed rules will not exceed any one of the economic analysis criteria in a SERC as set forth in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 334.044(2), 479.02(7), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 334.044(26), 337.405, 479.106, F.S.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: John Ashley Peacock, Assistant General Counsel, Florida Department of Transportation, (850)414-5361, ashley.peacock@dot.state.fl.us.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
14-10.057 Vegetation Management Application and Permit Issuance.
(1) Permit Required.
(a) No person or entity may remove, cut, or trim trees, shrubs, or herbaceous plants on the Department’s right of way to make visible or to ensure future visibility of off-premise outdoor advertising signs without Department approval of an Application to Permit Vegetation Management at Outdoor Advertising Signs, Form 650-050-06, Rev. 10/20, which is incorporated herein by reference at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12483 and available electronically at http://www.osp.fdot.gov. For purposes of this rule, the use of chemical control constitutes removing, cutting, or trimming, depending on the impact on the tree, shrub, or herbaceous plant. The Application must be submitted to the State Outdoor Advertising Administrator, at the address referenced in Rule subsection 14-10.0011(2), F.A.C., of this rule chapter or through the on-line portal. This rule does not apply to requests to trim or remove vegetation that screens signs that are not permitted by the Department pursuant to Section 479.07, F.S.
(b) through (h) No change.
(2) and (3) No change.
(4) Mitigation. An applicant shall mitigate in accordance with this rule chapter for the impact to vegetation from removal, cutting, trimming, or accidental damage of vegetation on the Department’s right of way.
(a) Mitigation is required:
1. Where cutting or trimming of, or damage to vegetation permanently detracts from the appearance or health of trees (including palm trees), shrubs, or herbaceous plants, or where cutting and trimming of trees or shrubs is not done in accordance with the standards set forth in American National Standards for Tree Care Operations – Tree, Shrub, and Other Woody Plant Management – Standard Practices (Pruning), ANSI A300 (Part 1) – 2008 Pruning, available at https://treecareindustryassociation.org/business-support/ansi-a300-standards/ http://www.tcia.org. Posting of this manual for public inspection would violate federal copyright law.  A copy is available for public inspection during regular business hours at the Florida Department of Transportation, Program Management Office, 605 Suwannee Street, Tallahassee, Florida.
2. through 5. No change.
(b) and (c) No change.
(5) No change.
(6) Sunset. The Department intends to repeal the provisions of this rule on November 30, 2025, in accordance with the rulemaking requirements of Section 120.54, F.S., unless this rule is reviewed and determined to remain necessary prior to such proposed repeal.
Rulemaking Authority 334.044(2), 479.02(7) FS. Law Implemented 334.044(26), 337.405, 479.106 FS. History–New 1-19-99, Amended 2-7-02, 2-8-06, 12-24-08, Formerly 14-40.030, Amended 1-4-21,            .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Ken Pye, Deputy Director Right of Way Operations, Department of Transportation

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Jared W. Perdue, P.E., Secretary, Department of Transportation

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: August 19, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: April 1, 2026
