Miscellaneous

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Division of Recreation and Parks
NOTICE OF GRANT SUBMISSION PERIOD FOR THE OUTDOOR RECREATION LEGACY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) will accept Fiscal Year 2025627 grant applications for the Federal Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP), as follows:

APPLICATION SUBMISSION PERIOD: DEP is accepting applications from September 2, 2026, through September 30, 2026. Applications may be delivered in person or by mail. Applications must be postmarked no later than September 30, 2026.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS: All county governments and incorporated municipalities of the State of Florida and other legally constituted local governmental entities with the legal responsibility for the provision of outdoor recreational sites and facilities for the use and benefit of the public.
MAXIMUM GRANT REQUEST: The maximum grant request may not exceed $15 million. The minimum grant request may not be less than $300,000. The ORLP grant is provided on a 50:50 (Program:Grantee) matching basis.

LIMIT TO ONE APPLICATION PER SUBMISSION CYCLE: Eligible applicants may submit only one application per submission cycle. The application may contain no more than one project site except for sandy beach access sites.

ELIGIBLE PROJECT TYPES: Acquisition of lands, wetlands, and waters for public outdoor recreation, including new areas or additions to existing parks, forests, wildlife management areas, beaches, and other similar areas dedicated to public outdoor recreation, as well as physical connections among them (e.g., trails, waterways, land between recreation areas, wildlife habitat corridors) may be eligible for assistance.

Development should encompass essential public outdoor recreation activities and the necessary support facilities for public use. Projects could involve a combination of land acquisition and site development. These projects can cater to a diverse range of public outdoor recreation activities and facilities required to enhance the use and enjoyment for the public.

INELIGIBLE PROJECT TYPES AND LIMITS OF AWARDS: ORLP grants may only be used for costs needed to support the acquisition and/or development of lands and facilities that will provide outdoor recreation opportunities to the public. ORLP funds may not be used for: acquisition support costs such as appraisals or title work; facilities that support semi-professional or professional athletics such as baseball stadiums or soccer arenas; indoor facilities such as recreation centers or facilities that support primarily non-outdoor purposes like dining facilities or overnight accommodation (such as a lodge or hotel); or acquisition of lands, or interests in lands, that completely restrict access to specific persons (e.g., non-residents of a community).

ELIGIBLE PROJECT SITES: ORLP projects must be within a Qualifying Area, defined as: an urban area that has a population of 25,000 or more in the most recent census, or two or more adjacent urban areas with a combined population of 25,000 or more in the most recent census; or an area administered by a federally recognized Indian Tribe or an Alaska Native or Native Hawaiian community organization. ORLP projects may also include project sites that directly abut the boundary of a qualified urban area.

MATCH REQUIREMENTS: All grant awards must be matched at a 50:50 ratio for the ORLP grant (Program:Grantee).

APPLICATION PACKETS AND ADDITIONAL DETAILS: ORLP grant application packets and additional grant details may be obtained by visiting the website: https://protectingfloridatogether.gov/grants/land-and-recreation-grants. Applications are also available from the DEP’s Division of State Lands, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 585, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000.
