Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Dentistry
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

64B5-2.0135
Dental Hygiene Examination

NOTICE OF DISPOSITION FOR VARIANCE OR WAIVER

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on August 31, 2026, the Board of Dentistry, issued Order regarding the Petition for Variance or Waiver, filed on July 17, 2026, by Maria Martinez. The Notice of Petition for Variance or Waiver was published in Vol. 52, No. 141, of the July 22, 2026, Florida Administrative Register. Petitioner requested a variance or waiver of paragraph 64B5-2.0135(1)(b), F.A.C, which requires an applicant who graduated from a nonaccredited dental college or school that have failed the practical or clinical examination after the first attempt, shall successfully complete a remedial dental hygiene course of a minimum of twenty (20) hours before applicants are permitted to retake the clinical examination. A failure to comply with the remedial course work in this paragraph will result in a denial of licensure or a denial to sit for reexamination. The Board considered the instant Petition at a duly noticed public meeting held on August 14, 2026, in Lutz, Florida. The Board is of the opinion that Petitioner has failed to demonstrate that she meets any of the requirements set forth in Section 120.542. Petitioner does not assert a violation of principles of fairness, but she claims that the application of the rule to her case would create substantial hardship, but the hardship she claims would apply to any applicant who fails the exam. Petitioner also does not assert that she has met the purpose of the underlying statute by other means. Based on the foregoing, the Board finds that the Petitioner has failed to meet the burden under Section 120.542(1), F.S., and hereby DENIES her request to waive rule 64B5-2.021, F.A.C.

A copy of the Order may be obtained by contacting: Traci Zeh, Executive Director, Board of Dentistry/MQA, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C04, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258; (850)488-0595 or Traci.Zeh@flhealth.gov
