Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
64-4.214
Application for MMTC Licensure

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Pursuant to Chapter 2025-199, § 15, Laws of Florida, this rulemaking initiates nonemergency rulemaking to replace emergency rule 64ER22-9, adopted by the Department to implement section 381.986, Florida Statutes.

SUMMARY: This rule sets forth requirements applicable to medical marijuana treatment centers (MMTCs) when applying for MMTC licensure.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
Pursuant to Ch. 2025-199, § 15, Laws of Florida, rules adopted to replace emergency rules are exempt from ss. 120.54(3)(b) and 120.541, F.S.
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. X, § 29, Fla. Const., 

HYPERLINK "https://flrules.org/gateway/cfr.asp?id=%20381.986(8)(b)%20FS" \t "cfr"
381.986(8)(b) FS
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. X, § 29, Fla. Const., 

HYPERLINK "https://flrules.org/gateway/cfr.asp?id=%20381.986(8)(a),%20(b)%20FS" \t "cfr"
381.986(8)(a), (b) FS
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Meredith Hayes at OMMURules@flhealth.gov or at (850)245-4657.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

64-4.214 Application for MMTC Licensure. 
(1) The following definitions apply to this rule.
(a) “Batching cycle” means the grouping for comparative review of applications for MMTC licensure that are submitted for a specified number of available MMTC licenses within the same application window.
(b) “Application window” means the 5-day period during which the department will accept applications for a batching cycle, including the date and time upon which the department will begin accepting applications and the deadline (including the date and time) for submitting applications. 
(2) Applications for MMTC licensure will be accepted in batching cycles established by the department. The department will establish MMTC batching cycles by separate rule which will specify: 
(a) The application window for the application batching cycle; and
(b) The available number of MMTC licenses to be issued in the batching cycle. 
(3) After the department’s publication of an MMTC application batching cycle, any person that desires to apply for licensure as an MMTC must submit the following to the department during the application window:
(a) An application that complies with this rule and the instructions and requirements contained in Form DH8052-OMMU-08/2026 (Eff. 08/26), “Medical Marijuana Treatment Center License Application Instructions, Requirements, and Forms,” which is incorporated by reference herein and available at https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-20154 and at https://knowthefactsmmj.com/rules-and-regulations/; and 
(b) A non-refundable application fee in the amount of $146,000. 
(4) Applicants seeking to pay the application fee through a transfer of the initial application fee from the Pigford/BFL batching cycle pursuant to section 381.986(8)(a)2.b., F.S., must request the transfer by submitting a completed Form 6 of the “Medical Marijuana Treatment Center License Application Instructions, Requirements, and Forms.”
(5) Applications for MMTC licensure will be evaluated and scored by evaluators as described in the “Medical Marijuana Treatment Center License Application Instructions, Requirements, and Forms.” The evaluators will be provided Form DH8051-OMMU-08/2026 (Eff. 08/26), “Medical Marijuana Treatment Center Evaluator Instructions Manual,” incorporated by reference herein and available at https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19972 and at https://knowthefactsmmj.com/rules-and-regulations.
(6) An application for MMTC licensure will be considered only for the batching cycle in which it is submitted. 
Rulemaking Authority Art. X, Sec. 29, Fla. Const., 381.986(8)(b) FS. Law Implemented Art. X., Sec. 29, Fla. Const., 381.986(8)(a), (b) FS. History–New       .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Bobbie Smith, Director, Office of Medical Marijuana Use

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Joseph A. Ladapo, MD, PhD, State Surgeon General

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: September 4, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: August 29, 2025
