Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-4.0051
Renewal and Reinstatement of a Professional Certificate

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To support the implementation of s. 1012.56, F.S., Educator certification requirements, and s. 1012.585, F.S., Process for renewal of professional certificates, as amended by House Bill 561 (2026). Specifically, the rule development will address requirements for reinstatement of expired professional certificates.

SUMMARY: The proposed amendment will align and clarify reinstatement requirements for expired professional certificates.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness or increase regulatory costs or any other factor set forth s. 120.541(2), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. This is based on the nature of the rule and previous amendments to these requirements.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02, 1012.55, 1012.585, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1012.55, 1012.585, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: October 14, 2026, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Martin County School Board Office, 1939 SE Federal Highway, Stuart, FL 34994.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Tiani Snelling, Bureau of Educator Certification, (850)245-0063 or Tiani.Snelling1@fldoe.org

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-4.0051 Renewal and Reinstatement of a Professional Certificate.
A professional certificate is renewed or reinstated and certification coverages retained on the certificate in accordance with the following provisions:
(1) through (8) No change. 
(9) Reinstatement of a professional certificate. The Department may reinstate an expired professional certificate if the certificate holder:
(a) through (b) No change. 
(c) Documents completion of six (6) semester hours of college credit during the five (5) years immediately preceding reinstatement of the expired certificate, completion of one hundred twenty (120) inservice points, or a combination thereof, as specified in paragraph (1)(a) of this rule; and
(d) During the five (5) years immediately preceding reinstatement of the certificate, achieves a passing score on the subject area examination for each subject to be shown on the reinstated certificate. Only subjects currently issued by the Department may be shown on a reinstated certificate.
(d)(e) No change. 
(10) Special provisions for reinstatement of certain coverages.
(a) Training in the instruction of reading for grades K-6. An educator applying for reinstatement of a coverage identified in subsection (7) of this rule must meet the college credit or inservice requirements prescribed in subsection (7).
(b) Training in educational leadership. An educator applying for reinstatement of a professional certificate in educational leadership must meet the college credit or inservice point requirements prescribed in subsection (8).
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02, 1012.55, 1012.585 FS. Law Implemented 1012.55, 1012.585 FS. History–New 12-25-86, Amended 4-23-91, 2-12-92, 10-15-01, 12-27-04, 2-25-14, 12-31-14, 12-22-19, 3-15-22, 9-26-23,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Paul Burns

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Henry Mack

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: September 14, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: July 30, 2026
