Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS
Florida Elections Commission
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
2B-1.003
Minor Violations

2B-1.005
Appeal of Fines Imposed by Filing Officers

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Commission proposes the rule amendment to remove minor violation fines for violations of s. 160.143(3) which is constitutionally suspect based on National Republican Senatorial Committee v. Federal Election Commission. The Commission proposes the rule amendment to delete the reference to Section 106.04(8), F.S., from the rule text and law implemented because the statute was repealed. This is being done as part of the 5 year comprehensive rule review.

SUMMARY: To remove minor violation fines and delete a reference listed in the rules.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its Commission meeting, the Commission concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Commission determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 106.26(1), (12) FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 106.04(8), 106.07(8), 106.26(12) FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director, Florida Elections Commission, Department of Legal Affairs, PL-01, The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050; (850)922-4539 or fec@myfloridalegal.com

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

2B-1.003 Minor Violations.
(1) No change. 
(2) The following violations are minor violations so long as the requirements of subsection (1) of this rule, have been met:
(a) through (i) No change. 
(j) Section 106.143(3), F.S., stating a candidate’s political party affiliation in a political advertisement in a nonpartisan race, or any other campaigning by a candidate running for nonpartisan office based on party affiliation. A fine of $200 shall be imposed for each violation.
(k) through (w) renumbered (j) through (v) No change. 
(3) through (4) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 106.26(12) FS. Law Implemented 106.26(12) FS. History–New 1-11-99, Amended 2-14-00, 1-2-02, 4-24-05, 8-13-14, 8-22-17, 3-9-22,     .
2B-1.005 Appeal of Fines Imposed by Filing Officers.
(1) To appeal a fine imposed pursuant to section 106.04(8) or 106.07(8), F.S., the party against whom the fine is levied shall shall file a notice of appeal with the Commission, and a copy filed with the filing officer, within 20 days of the appealing party’s receipt of notice that a fine is being imposed. The notice of appeal shall contain:
(a) through (c) No change. 
(2) through (3) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 106.26(1) FS. Law Implemented 106.04(8), 106.07(8) FS. History–New 9-14-86, Amended 10-19-86, Formerly 1D-1.005, Amended 1-11-99, 4-24-05, 6-2-13,      .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director, Florida Elections Commission, Department of Legal Affairs, PL-01, The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050; (850)922-4539 or fec@myfloridalegal.com

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Elections Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: December 3, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: March 27, 2026
