Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
Division of State Fire Marshal
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Department of Financial Services, Division of State Fire Marshal (Department) has received the petition for declaratory statement from Kenneth Grimes, Fire Chief, Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue District filed on September 15, 2026. The petition seeks the agency's opinion as to the applicability of NFPA 101, Chapter 6 of NFPA 101, Florida Fire Prevention Code, NFPA 101 § 6.1.8.1.3, Rule 69A-43.018, Florida Administrative Code, as it applies to the petitioner.

Question 1. Where a detached single dwelling unit is permitted and constructed as a one-family dwelling but is operated as a transient public lodging establishment, is its occupancy classification under Chapter 6 of NFPA 101, as adopted by the Florida Fire Prevention Code, determined by its actual use rather than by its zoning or the classification stated on its building permit, such that the structure at 2201 Gulf Blvd, operated with twelve sleeping rooms and an advertised maximum occupancy of fifty-four transient guests, is classified as a hotel occupancy under NFPA 101 § 6.1.8.1.3? Question 2. If so, does the fire-safety standard for one- and two-family dwellings licensed as public lodging establishments under Rule 69A-43.018, Florida Administrative Code, continue to apply to that structure, or is the structure subject to the requirements applicable to hotel occupancies under NFPA 101 and the Florida Fire Prevention Code? This petition addresses occupancy classification for fire and life safety purposes under the Florida Fire Prevention Code only. It does not address, and should not be read to inform, the classification of any property for purposes of a non-ad valorem special assessment or any other fee schedule, which is governed by separate statutory authority. 

A copy of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Sarah Marcos, Sarah.Marcos@myfloridacfo.com

