68-1.013 Fishing Education Event License Exemption Permit. 
(1) The Commission may issue Fishing Education Event License Exemption permits, or FEEL Permits (Permit), exempting event participants, organizers, and volunteers associated with recreational fishing events described in subsection (2) from the freshwater and saltwater fishing license and permit requirements established in section 379.354, Florida Statutes, for the duration of a specified event. 
(2) For purposes of this rule, an “event” means a single, organized, time-limited occasion at a specified location conducted for the primary purpose of providing science-based recreational shore or land-based fishing education programs to novice fishers. 
(3) An individual or entity interested in hosting an event may apply for a Permit by completing and submitting a Permit application through the Commission’s online licensing system at least 30 business days prior to the start of the event. The Permit application must include the following information: 
(a) The event name; 
(b) The name of the sponsoring organization; 
(c) The event date; 
(d) The event location and address; 
(e) The expected number of participants; 
(f) The expected age range of participants; 
(g) The expected number of volunteers and staff; 
(h) The name, email address, and phone number of the event coordinator or point of contact; and 
(i) A brief description of the educational portion of the event that includes information on ethical angling practices, fishing regulations including size, season, and bag limits, licensing requirements, an overview of fishing techniques, and instruction on equipment, knots, and casting. 
(4) Permit approval is based on compliance with all of the following conditions: 
(a) Receipt of a completed Permit application by the Commission; 
(b) The event must be focused on teaching fishing techniques and best practices to novice fishers, and, at a minimum, the curriculum must include information addressing the topics listed in paragraph (3)(i); 
(c) The event may not last longer than 8 hours within any 24 hour period; 
(d) Fishing during the event must be conducted from shore or must be land-based and not conducted from a vessel; 
(e) The event must be held at a single location; and 
(f) The event must not be for profit and must not be a fundraiser or a competitive tournament. 
(5) The Permit must be available for immediate inspection by the Commission at the event site for the duration of the event. 
(6) The Permit is only valid for the duration of the authorized event for which the permit has been issued. 
(7) Any fishing technique, gear, best practices, or information provided during a permitted event must comply with all applicable Commission, State of Florida, and Federal rules, regulations, policies, and permit conditions. Failure to comply with any such applicable rules, regulations, policies, and permit conditions may result in revocation of the Permit and denial of future Permit applications. 
(8) The Permit does not exempt permittees, organizers, participants, or volunteers from applicable fishing regulations including size limits, bag limits, slot limits, gear restrictions, seasons, or any other harvest restrictions. Exemptions are not available for limited-entry activities.
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