60CC-3.004 Appointment of Special Magistrate.

(1) When negotiations reach impasse and a mediator has not been used, or upon the request of either party, the Commission must, through the Chair, appoint a special magistrate from the Special Magistrate Roster.

(2) For impasse proceedings other than those required by Section 447.4095(2), F.S., the following procedures apply:

(a) If the parties do not jointly request the appointment of a specific special magistrate from the Special Magistrate Roster, the Chair or his or her designated agent must transmit to the parties a panel letter, which must contain the names and biographies of seven special magistrates from the Special Magistrate Roster. No more than 20 days after the panel letter is transmitted, the parties must submit in writing to the Chair either individual responses to the panel letter or a joint response if the parties have agreed on a special magistrate from the panel. If submitting an individual response, the party may indicate its rejection of up to three special magistrates from the panel and may indicate its preference for a special magistrate from the panel.

(b) When the parties both indicate a preference for the same special magistrate from the panel, that special magistrate must be appointed by the Chair.

(c) When any party rejects a special magistrate, the Chair must not appoint that special magistrate and must select a special magistrate from one of the remaining special magistrates on the panel.

(3) When the above procedures do not result in the selection of an acceptable special magistrate from the panel, the Chair must appoint a special magistrate, at his or her discretion, from the Special Magistrate Roster.

(4) An out-of-state special magistrate appointed from the Special Magistrate Roster may charge the parties for travel expenses and travel time only incurred within the State of Florida, not for travel necessary to arrive in Florida.
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