Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy and Mental Health Counseling
NOTICE OF DISPOSITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and Mental Health Counseling has issued an order disposing of the petition for declaratory statement filed by Richard Daniel Dorfman, Petitioner, on May 21, 2026. The following is a summary of the agency's disposition of the petition: Petitioner sought a determination from the board regarding his eligibility for future licensure as a Licensed Mental Health Counselor. Petitioner asked the Board for a Declaratory Judgement as to whether his felony conviction will prevent licensure under the following conditions: (1) Completion of all prerequisites for licensure; (2) Ongoing and continued sobriety for 4+ years; (3) Full compliance with probation terms, including drugs & alcohol testing; (4) 5+ years since the felony offense occurred; and (5) Affirmative recommendations from mental health professionals and clergy. The Notice of Petition for Declaratory Statement was published in Vol.52, No.101, on May 26, 2026, in the Florida Administrative Register. The Boards Order was filed on September 23, 2026. The Board, at its meeting held on August 13, 2026, denied the Petition for Declaratory Statement and determined that the Petitioner’s question is too speculative and will require a fact specific determination by the Board at the time the Petitioner applies for licensure or registration.

A copy of the Order Disposing of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Ashleigh Irving, Executive Director, Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy and Mental Health Counseling, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin # C08, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258, telephone: (850)488-0595, or by electronic mail – Ashleigh.Irving@flhealth.gov

