Notice of Rule Development

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

6A-20.0281
Benacquisto Scholarship Program

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Florida Department of Education will be implementing changes to the Benacquisto Scholarship Program associated with the approval of Chapter 2026-59, Laws of Florida (House Bill 1279) during the 2026 Legislative Session. Effective July 1, 2026, qualified National Merit Scholars will have the option to enroll full time in a baccalaureate degree program in the fall term immediately following high school graduation or choose to defer the acceptance of their initial award until no later than the second fall term following high school graduation. The Benacquisto Scholarship Program procedures are modified to ensure that students and administrators understand the available one-year deferment period and increase access to scholarship funds for students in need of a deferment period. Per Rule 6A-20.0281(10)(b), Florida Administrative Code, eligible postsecondary institutions will continue to notify the department’s Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) at the beginning of each term of enrollment and identify which students have accepted their initial Benacquisto Scholarship Program award.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Benacquisto Scholarship Program procedures will be modified to address the available one-year deferment period for eligible students.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1009.893(14), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1009.893, F.S.

IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Shawn Haskin, Director, State Scholarships and Grants, Finance and Operations, Office of Student Financial Assistance, (850)410-5485. To comment on this rule development or to request a rule development workshop, please go to https://web02.fldoe.org/rules or contact Chris Emerson, Director, Office of Executive Management, Christian.Emerson@fldoe.org.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS: Available at https://web02.fldoe.org/rules.
