Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Vessel Registration and Boating Safety
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
68D-15.005
Local Ordinance Review and Code Enforcement of At-Risk and Long-term Anchoring

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rule implements sections 327.4111(5), F.S., which requires local ordinances adopted by counties and municipalities that authorize code enforcement officers to enforce long-term anchoring permit(s) be submitted to the Commission for approval. The rule explains the submission and review criteria and timeline.

SUMMARY: The rule implements recent statutory changes within sections 327.4107 and 327.4111, F.S., which requires the Commission to approve or deny local government ordinances authorizing code enforcement officers to enforce permit requirements for at-risk vessels and long-term anchoring.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 327.04, 327.4107, 327.4111, FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 327.4107, 327.4111, FS.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Captain Patrick Walsh, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Division of Law Enforcement, Boating and Waterways Section, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, Patrick.Walsh@MyFWC.com, or (850)488-5600.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68D-15.005 Local Ordinance Review and Code Enforcement of At-Risk and Long-term Anchoring.
(1) Ordinances passed by a county or municipality that seek to authorize code enforcement agents for the purpose of administering ss. 327.4107 and 327.4111, F.S., must be submitted to the Commission for approval prior to the ordinance taking effect. Submissions may be made to waterway.management@myfwc.com or by mail to Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Division of Boating and Waterways, 620 S. Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.
(2) Ordinances submitted will be reviewed by the Commission to ensure the following:
(a) Code enforcement authority is circumscribed by ss. 327.73 and 327.74, F.S., and the procedures set forth in s. 705.103, F.S., for posting and notice requirements of public nuisance vessels are followed prior to removal of a vessel from the waters of the state.
(b) A procedure is included to notify and request law enforcement with any criminal charges related to a violator’s failure to pay or to appear.
(c) A procedure is included that requires code enforcement officers to utilize the process found in s. 705.103, F.S., as referenced in ss. 327.4107, and 327.4111, F.S., to remove, destroy, and dispose of vessels declared a public nuisance.
(d) A procedure is included that would stop all removal activity and close any public nuisance vessel case when, at any time, the vessel is brought into compliance such that it is determined to no longer meet the statutory criteria of a public nuisance.
(3) Within sixty (60) calendar days of receipt, the Commission will notify the county or municipality in writing of its determination to approve or deny the ordinance and shall post the same on its website at https://myfwc.com/boating/.
(4) Commission determinations under this rule are reviewable pursuant to Chapter 120, F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.4107, 327.4111 FS. Law Implemented 327.4107, 327.4111 FS. History–New        .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Major Thomas Van Trees, Division of Law Enforcement, Boating and Waterways Section, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: August 05, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: September 11, 2026
