Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Opticianry
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR VARIANCE OR WAIVER

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on September 25, 2026, the Board of Opticianry, received a petition for a variance and waiver from Omar Bullock, Petitioner.
Petitioner seeks a variance or waiver from paragraph 64B12-16.003(5)(a), F.A.C., which states that an apprentice is required to obtain two of the required hours by completing a Board-approved Apprentice/Sponsor Orientation Course and submitting the original certificate of attendance to the board office within one year of registration with the Department.
Petitioner requests that the Board, “A. Grant a variance or waiver from the applicable requirements of the rule, including the complete 6,240-hour apprenticeship requirement, to the extent permitted by law. Considering Petitioner’s approximately twelve (12) years of documented opticianry experience, including his Florida experience since 2022, as an alternative means of demonstrating competency.; B. Permit Petitioner to demonstrate competency through his prior documented experience, ABO and NCLE examinations, and any additional reasonable competency assessment or conditions the Board determines appropriate.; and C. Alternatively, grant any partial waiver, reduction, credit, modification, or other relief within the Board’s legal authority based on Petitioner’s documented experience.”
Comments on this petition should be filed with the Board of Opticianry, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin # C08, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258, telephone: (850)488-0595, or by electronic mail – Ashleigh.Irving@flhealth.gov, within 14 days of publication of this notice.
A copy of the Petition may be obtained by contacting: Ashleigh Irving, Executive Director, Board of Opticianry, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin C08, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258.
