64E-18.011 Environmental Health Technician Certification.

(1) A person employed by the department or Department of Environmental Protection, working under a supervising CEHP, and assigned duties in the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system program is subject to the requirements of this rule.

(2) A person employed by the department or Department of Environmental Protection, seeking certification as an environmental health technician (EHT) must:

(a) At a minimum, have received a high school diploma or its equivalent; and 

(b) Apply to the department by submitting form DH8024-DCHP-06/2025, Application for Environmental Health Technician Certification (effective June 2026), herein incorporated by reference and available at https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19738. The application must be submitted along with the applicable fees established in Rule 64E-18.010, F.A.C.

(c) Complete training provided by the supervising CEHP, which, at a minimum, includes:
1. 20 construction permits drafted and reviewed; 

2. 10 construction inspections conducted in the presence of the supervising CEHP and evaluated; and 

3. 10 site evaluations conducted in the presence of the supervising CEHP and evaluated.

(d) Successfully complete a minimum of 24 hours of department-provided pre-certification course work. At a minimum, this course work must include training on soil classification, system design and theory, system material and construction standards, and regulatory requirements; and successfully pass the examinations administered by the department. The minimum passing score is a 70 percent correct response to all questions on each of the exams. 

(3) Completed applications for environmental health technician certification must be received by the Bureau of Environmental Public Health at least 10 days prior to starting the precertification coursework specified in paragraph (2)(d) above. 

(4) Within 10 days of receipt of the completed application, the department will provide any applicant who has complied with the requirements of paragraphs (2)(a) through (c) above the schedule for classes and program examinations.

(5) Examinations will be administered in accordance with subsections 64E-18.003(8) through (14), F.A.C. 
(6) All certificates expire on September 30th of even numbered years.

(7) To renew certification, an EHT must submit an application for renewal, form DH8025-DCHP-06/2025, Application for Renewal of Environmental Health Technician Certification (effective June 2026), herein incorporated by reference and available at https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19739. Applications submitted by mail must be postmarked on or before the close of business on September 30th of the expiration year of the certificate. 

(a) Certificates will be renewed only after information has been provided to the department that the environmental health technician has successfully completed, within the previous 24-month period, 24 contact hours of continuing education relating to public health and environmental health principles. 

(b) If a certificate holder does not file a renewal application prior to the expiration date of the certificate, the certificate will be placed in inactive status. A certificate can remain inactive no longer than 3 months at which time, if not renewed, it will expire. 

(8) Environmental health technicians must not provide services in the onsite sewage program if their certification has been revoked, suspended, or is inactive or expired.

(9) It is the responsibility of persons certified under this section to see that work which has been performed by them is carried out in conformance with the requirements of Chapters 500 or 381, and 386, F.S., and Chapter 62-6, F.A.C.

(10) The standards of practice specified in subsection 64E-18.007(2), F.A.C., apply to persons certified under this rule.

(11) The disiplinary guidelines specified in Rule 64E-18.008, F.A.C., will be used in disciplinary cases involving persons certified under this rule.
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