Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Property Tax Oversight Program
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
12D-9.009
Role of Legal Counsel to the Board

12D-9.013
Organizational Meeting of the Value Adjustment Board

12D-9.015
Petition; Form and Filing Fee

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the proposed amendments is to align with changes to section 194.032, F.S., as amended in section 10 of Chapter 2025-208, L.O.F, and to update the method of providing contact information for the value adjustment board legal counsel to the Department.

SUMMARY: The proposed amendments to Rule 12D-9.009, F.A.C., updates the method for value adjustment board counsel to provide contact information to the Department, eliminating facsimile (FAX) as an included method. The proposed amendments to Rule 12D-9.013, F.A.C., eliminate provisions that the Department has determined to be unnecessary. The amendment also implements section 10 of Chapter 2025-208, L.O.F., and adds the provision for the VAB to ensure sufficiency of electronic equipment for hearings using electronic means hearings, and for counties to opt out of such hearings if their population is less than 75,000. The proposed amendment to Rule 12D-9.015, F.A.C., eliminates provisions that the Department has determined to be unnecessary.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: 1) no requirement for a SERC was triggered under Section 120.541(1), F.S.; and, 2) based on past experiences with activities for providing the public tax information and rules of this nature, the adverse impact or regulatory cost, if any, do not exceed nor would exceed any one of the economic analysis criteria in a SERC, as set forth in Section 120.541(2)(a), F.S.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 194.011(5), 194.034(1), 195.027(1) FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 193.155, 194.011, 194.015, 194.032, 194.034, 194.035, 194.036, 195.022, 196.151, 196.193, 197.2425, 286.0105, 286.011 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW (IF NOT REQUESTED, THIS HEARING WILL NOT BE HELD): 
DATE AND TIME: October 21, 2026, 11:00 a.m.

PLACE: Room 1220, Building 2, Capital Circle Office Complex, 2450 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, FL 32399.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 48 hours before the workshop/meeting by contacting: Mike Cotton. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Mike Cotton, Property Tax Oversight Program, telephone (850)617-8870 or email DORPTO@floridarevenue.com.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
12D-9.009 Role of Legal Counsel to the Board.
(1) No change. 
(2) The board legal counsel shall, upon appointment, send his or her contact information, which shall include his or her name, mailing address, telephone number, fax number, and e-mail address, to the department by mail, fax or email to:
Department of Revenue
Property Tax Oversight Program
Attn.: Director
P.O. Box 3000
Tallahassee, FL 32315-3000
Fax Number: (850)488-9482
Email Address: VAB@floridarevenue.com.
Rulemaking Authority 194.011(5), 194.034(1), 195.027(1) FS. Law Implemented 194.011, 194.015 FS. History–New 3-30-10, Technical Change 1-29-26, Amended          .
12D-9.013 Organizational Meeting of the Value Adjustment Board. 
(1) The board shall annually hold one or more organizational meetings, at least one of which shall meet the requirements of this section. The board shall hold this organizational meeting prior to the holding of value adjustment board hearings. The board shall provide reasonable notice of each organizational meeting and such notice shall include the date, time, location, purpose of the meeting, and information required by Section 286.0105, F.S. At one organizational meeting the board shall: 
(a) through (j) No change.
(k)1. Ascertain that the board has electronic or other communication equipment, to allow petitioners to appear at hearings, that is adequate and functional for clear communication among participants and for creating hearing records required by law, and that petitioners can submit and transmit evidence to the board in a format that can be processed, viewed, printed, and archived; or Adopt or ratify by resolution any filing fee for petitions for that year, in an amount not to exceed $15; and,
2. Alternatively, in any county having a population of less than 75,000, adopt a resolution or motion to opt out of providing hearings using electronic or other communication equipment, as provided by law; and
(l) No change. 
(2) through (3) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 194.011(5), 194.034(1), 195.027(1) FS. Law Implemented 194.011, 194.013, 194.015, 194.032, 194.034, 194.035, 286.011, 286.0105 FS. History–New 3-30-10, Amended           . 
12D-9.015 Petition; Form and Filing Fee. 
(1) through (6) No change. 
(7) A person who files a petition may timely file an action in circuit court to preserve the right to proceed in circuit court. (Sections 193.155(8)(l), 194.036, 194.171(2), 194.181, 196.151, and 197.2425, F.S.) Filing Fees. By resolution of the value adjustment board, a petition must be accompanied by a filing fee to be paid to the board clerk in an amount determined by the board not to exceed $15 for each separate parcel of property, real or personal covered by the petition and subject to appeal. The resolution may include arrangements for petitioners to pay filing fees by credit card. 
(a) Other than fees required for late filed applications under Sections 193.155(8)(j) and 196.011(9), F.S., only a single filing fee may be charged to any particular parcel of real property or tangible personal property account, despite the existence of multiple issues or hearings pertaining to such units, parcels, or accounts.
(b) No filing fee shall be required with respect to an appeal from the disapproval of a timely filed application for homestead exemption or from the denial of a tax deferral.
(c) For single joint petitions filed pursuant to Section 194.011(3)(e), (f), or (g), F.S., a single filing fee is to be charged. Such fee must be calculated as the cost of the time required for the special magistrate to hear the joint petition and may not exceed $5 per unit, parcel, or account, in addition to any filing fee for the petition. Said fee is to be proportionately paid by affected property owners.
(d) The value adjustment board or its designee shall waive the filing fee with respect to a petition filed by a taxpayer who demonstrates at the time of the filing by submitting with the petition documentation issued by the Department of Children and Families that the petitioner is currently an eligible recipient of temporary assistance under Chapter 414, F.S.
(e) All filing fees shall be paid to the board clerk at the time of filing. Any petition not accompanied by the required filing fee will be deemed incomplete.
(8) through (13) No change.
(14) Late Filed Petitions.
(a) through (e) No change. 
(f) A person who files a petition may timely file an action in circuit court to preserve the right to proceed in circuit court. (Sections 193.155(8)(l), 194.036, 194.171(2) and 196.151, F.S.).
(15) through (18) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 194.011(5), 194.034(1), 195.027(1) FS. Law Implemented 193.155, 194.011, 194.013, 194.032, 194.034, 194.036, 195.022, 196.151, 196.193, 197.2425 FS. History–New 3-30-10, Amended 11-1-12, 6-14-16, 3-13-17, 9-19-17, 6-13-22,     . 
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Mike Cotton

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Governor and Cabinet

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: September 29, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: May 12, 2026
