Notice of Proposed Rule Pursuant to 403.8055, Florida Statutes

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

62-555.322
Prohibition on Use of Lead Pipe, Solder, and Flux

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed amendments adopt the revisions to 40 CFR Subpart I made by the Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (LCRI) promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

SUMMARY: On October 30, 2024, EPA issued the final LCRI rule. The LCRI rule reduces the lead action level, changes sampling requirements, and requires the replacement of lead and certain galvanized service lines. The Department is required to make these revisions under its Public Water System Supervision Primacy Agreement with EPA.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 403.853(3), 403.8055, 403.861(9) F.S.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 403.852(12), (13), 403.853, 403.854, 403.861 (9), (16), (17), 403.8615, 403.862, F.S.

THIS RULEMAKING IS UNDERTAKEN PURSUANT TO SECTION 403.8055, F.S.
WRITTEN COMMENTS MAY BE SUBMITTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE TO: Sydney B. Cummings, Environmental Administrator, Division of Water Resource Management, MS 3540, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399, (850)245-8633 or by email at Sydney.Cummings@FloridaDEP.gov.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status. Persons who require special accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or persons who require translation services (free of charge) are asked to contact DEP’s Limited English Proficiency Coordinator at (850)245-2118 or LEP@FloridaDEP.gov at least ten (10) days before the meeting If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

SUBSTANTIALLY AFFECTED PERSONS MAY WITHIN 14 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, FILE AN OBJECTION TO THIS RULEMAKING WITH THE AGENCY. THE OBJECTION SHALL SPECIFY THE PORTIONS OF THE PROPOSED RULE TO WHICH THE PERSON OBJECTS AND THE SPECIFIC REASONS FOR THE OBJECTION.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

62-555.322 Prohibition on Use of Lead Pipe, Solder, and Flux.
(1) No change.
(2) The phrase “lead free” shall mean:
(a) No change.
(b) When used with respect to pipe and pipe fittings, pipe and pipe fittings containing not more than 0.25 8.0 percent lead; and,
(c) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 403.861(9) FS. Law Implemented 403.853(1) FS. History–New 1-18-89, Formerly 17-555.322, Amended 8-28-03, 10-29-26.
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 29, 2026
