Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Opticianry
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR VARIANCE OR WAIVER

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on September 29, 2026, the Board of Opticianry, received a petition for a variance and waiver from Baiba Harte, Petitioner.
Petitioner seeks a variance or waiver from subsection 64B12-16.003(5), F.A.C., which states that an apprenticeship shall consist of 6,240 hours of training, completed within five years after the apprentice’s first registration with the Department. However, time spent in training at a board-approved school of opticianry or board-approved apprentice training program may be substituted for required apprenticeship time. Each credit hour earned at such school shall count as 86.67 apprenticeship hours. For each hour of the stated instructional time of a board-approved apprentice training program shall count as five (5) apprenticeship hours for successfully completing the entire course. Petitioner seeks a variance or waiver from Rule 64B12-16.004, F.A.C., which states that if an apprentice terminates apprenticeship with a sponsor upon completion of the program hours, or the sponsor is no longer providing training to an apprentice, the apprentice shall submit to the Department within 180 days from the date of the termination the completed Apprenticeship Sponsor Report Form.
Petitioner requests a permanent variance or waiver for the required 2,786.26 hours of supervised training earned under Tracy Seaman and the 4,800 hours supervised by Christopher Fitts, together with the 4,474.39 hours supervised by Jana Bernard and 166 of continuing education hours, finding the total of 6,240 hours to complete the apprenticeship program, be counted towards the practical examination.
Comments on this petition should be filed with the Board of Opticianry, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin # C08, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258, telephone: (850)488-0595, or by electronic mail – Ashleigh.Irving@flhealth.gov, within 14 days of publication of this notice.
A copy of the Petition may be obtained by contacting: Ashleigh Irving, Executive Director, Board of Opticianry, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin C08, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258.
