Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Construction Industry Licensing Board
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
61G4-16.001
Written Certification Examination Requirements

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed changes amend the examination requirements for Plumbing Contactors to allow for the exam to be taken electronically.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule language updates and clarifies the written certification examination requirements.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its Board meeting, the Board concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Board determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 455.217, 489.108, 489.113 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 455.217, 489.113 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Amanda Ackermann, Executive Director, Construction Industry Licensing Board, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1039, or telephone: (850)487-1395, or by electronic mail to Amanda.Ackermann@myfloridalicense.com

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

61G4-16.001 Written Certification Examination Requirements.
(1) Through (11) No Change.
(12) Certification Examination for Plumbing Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.
(a) No Change.
(b) Test two shall consist of 135 scored multiple choice and alternative format (drag and drop, hot spot, etc.) test questions relating to general knowledge of the plumbing trade and isometric drawings. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:
1. 30% 20% Drainage,
2. 29% 20% Water Distribution,
3. 15% Fuel Natural Gas Piping,
4. 7% 20% Medical Gas Piping,
5. 6% 10% Industrial Piping,
6. No Change.
7. 3% 5% Solar, and,
8. 5% Fire Protection.; and,
9. Test two shall include, but shall not be limited to, five plumbing isometric drawings. The content of the drawings shall conform to the content areas listed in 1. through 8., above. Each of the isometric drawings is worth up to a maximum of 10 points. Based on the criteria listed below, each drawing will be independently evaluated by three graders. At least two of the graders must agree that a criterion is correct in order for that criterion to be graded as correct and points to be awarded. If one or more criterion is determined to be incorrect by at least two of the graders, points will not be awarded for that criterion. The awarded points for all criteria will be summed and converted to a 10 point scale to determine the score for each drawing. The following are the criteria and points used by the graders to evaluate each of the five isometric drawings.
a. Legibility. Drawing is clear and readable. Drawing is sufficient in size. Lines and labels are distinguishable. (8 points)
b. Orientation. All fixtures are shown in the correct location relative to each other. (20 points)
c. Flow. Direction of flow is shown when going from vertical to horizontal. The direction of flow must be indicated even if the direction is implied for all waste lines and all fixture connections. Direction of flow is not required for vent lines. (12 points)
d. Angles. Isometric drawing uses 30-60-90 degree angles. All angles used on the drawing are displayed at the appropriate orientation. (8 points)
e. Piping. All pipes, fittings, traps, clean-outs, and similar portions of the piping structure are included on the drawing. All piping is shown exactly as on the drawing (regardless of specific code requirements). The piping must display the correct elevation in reference to the floor plan. (20 points)
f. Labeling. All fixtures are labeled according to the legend provided in the examination instructions. (4 points)
g. Vents. All vents are properly indicated. (16 points)
h. Fixtures. All fixtures shown on the floor plan are appropriately indicated on the isometric drawing. (12 points)
(13) Through (37) No Change.
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