Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS
Division of Victim Services and Criminal Justice Programs
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

2A-7.001
Definitions

2A-7.0021
Eligibility

2A-7.0022
Application Process

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Division proposes this rule amendment to define and incorporate the term “dating violence” into the eligibility criteria and application process for the Address Confidentiality Program.

SUMMARY: The definition of the term “dating violence” is being incorporated into rule as defined in Section 741.402(2), F.S.. The eligibility criteria and application process are being updated to include the new term “dating violence”.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION:

The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During review of the economic impact of this rule, the Agency concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Agency determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 741.409 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 741.402, 741.403, 741.404, 741.405, 741.406, 741.408, 741.409, 741.4651 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Isaac Bernstein, Assistant Attorney General, Department of Legal Affairs, PL-01, The Capitol, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050, (850)414-3300 or by email at Isaac.Bernstein@myfloridalegal.com; or George Hudson, Program Administrator of Criminal Justice Programs, PL-01 The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050, (850)414-3300 or by email at George.Hudson@myfloridalegal.com.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

2A-7.001 Definitions.
(1) through (6) No change.
(7) “Dating violence” means an act as defined by section 741.402(2), F.S., and include the threat of any such acts committed by an individual who has or has had a continuing and significant relationship of a romantic or intimate nature as determined by the factors listed in section 784.046(1)(d), F.S., with the victim, regardless of whether these acts or threats have been reported to law enforcement officers.
(7) through (12) renumbered (8) through (13) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 741.409 FS. Law Implemented 741.402, 741.403, 741.405, 741.406, 741.408 FS. History–New 1-27-99, Amended 5-4-11, 10-3-11, 9-26-16,       .

2A-7.0021 Eligibility.
(1) A person who is a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, is eligible to apply for participation in this program.
(2) A person who is a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking who relocates to Florida may apply for enrollment and is subject to the same eligibility criteria as Florida residents.
(3) through (4) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 741.409 FS. Law Implemented 741.403, 741.404, 741.405, 741.406, 741.409, 741.465, 741.4651 FS. History–New 5-4-11, Amended 10-3-11,      .

2A-7.0022 Application Process.
(1) The applicant shall provide the following information to the department:
(a) through (j) No change.
(k) A signed and dated sworn statement by the applicant that he or she has good reason to believe that he or she, or the minor or incapacitated person on whose behalf the application is made, is a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, and that the applicant fears for his or her safety or his or her children’s safety or the safety of the minor or incapacitated person on whose behalf the application is made.
(2) through (7) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 741.409 FS. Law Implemented 741.403, 741.404, 741.405, 741.406, 741.409, 741.465, 741.4651 FS. History–New 5-4-11, Amended 10-3-11,      .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Christina Harris

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Christina Harris

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: October 7, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: October 15, 2026
