Notice of Proposed Rule

FLORIDA GAMING CONTROL COMMISSION
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
75-14.007
Business Occupational License Requirements for an Independent Testing Laboratory

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rulemaking amends Commission rule to align with the statutory requirements for independent testing laboratories, updates statutory citations, and corrects typographical errors.

SUMMARY: The proposed rulemaking updates paragraph 75-14.007(2)(a), F.A.C., to require independent testing laboratories to be licensed, certified to test, or contracted in good standing in ten jurisdictions in accordance with Section 551.102(5)(b), Florida Statutes. Additionally, it will update statutory citations and correct typographical errors.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: Based on the nature of the amendments to the rules, the Commission determined that the proposed rules are not expected to have any adverse impact on small business or increase regulatory costs that exceed the criteria in section 120.542(1) F.S., and that the proposed rules will not require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 551.103(1), 551.122 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 551.103(1)(a), (b), (c), 551.107, 551.108 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Shireen Anbardan, Chief Attorney, Florida Gaming Control Commission, 4070 Esplanade Way, Suite 250, Tallahassee, Florida 32399. Tel: (850)794-8079. Email: Shireen.Anbardan@flgaming.gov.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS: 
75-14.007 Business Occupational License Requirements for an Independent Testing Laboratory.
(1) For purposes of this rule the term “direct interest”:
(a) No change.
(b) Shall not mean direct or indirect ownership or holding of an ownership interest, however evidenced, in a publicly or privately held mutual fund, equity investment fund, or other similar investment vehicle that owns or holds an ownership interest in any of the licensed entities referred to in paragraph (1)(a), provided that:
1. The ownership interest such investment vehicle has in any of the entities or type of entities referred to in paragraph (1)(a), when considered separately, is less than five percent of the gross asset value of such investment vehicle; and,
2. No change.
(2) In addition to the requirements of Rule 75-14.006, F.A.C., an applicant for a business occupational license as an independent testing laboratory to test and technically evaluate slot machines, progressive systems, or facility based monitoring systems of a slot machine licensee shall meet the following criteria:
(a) Hold current licensure, current certification to test, or a current contract in good standing with a gaming regulator in at least ten (10) five jurisdictions in which electronic gaming devices are authorized;
(b) Have no contract with a state or other gaming jurisdiction that has been cancelled, suspended, or not renewed for in any way failing to provide adequate testing of slot machines or facility based monitoring systems, or other similar systems for control of slot machine gaming; and,
(c) Have no direct ownership interest, either by itself or by its officers, directors, managers, employees, or ownership interest holders in any of the following, nor shall any of the following own any interest in an applicant:
1. A slot machine licensee;,
2. Any business owned by a slot machine licensee;,
3. A manufacturer or distributor of slot machines, slot machine software, or slot machine parts; and,
4. No change.
(3) An applicant for a license or renewal of such license as an independent testing laboratory of slot machines or any equipment necessary for the operation of slot machines shall include with its application an affidavit attesting that the applicant, its officers, directors, managers, and employees have no direct interest in:
(a) through (b) No change.
(c) A manufacturer or distributor of slot machines, slot machine software, or slot machine parts;, or
(d) No change.
(4) An independent testing laboratory seeking a business occupational license or renewal shall provide the following information as part of its application:
(a) The name of each person employed or with whom it has a contract related to slot machine gaming; and,
(b) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 16.712(2)(a), 551.103(1)(a), (b), (c), (g), 551.122 FS. Law Implemented 16.712(1)(a), 551.103(1)(a), (b), (c), (g), 551.107(2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (9), (10), 551.108 FS. History–New 6-25-06, Amended 6-21-10, 8-14-11, Formerly 61D-14.007, Amended   .
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