Miscellaneous

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS
South Florida Water Management District
Notice of Amendment to Chapter 7 of the Criteria Manual to the Water Rights Compact among the Seminole Tribe of Florida, the State of Florida, and the South Florida Water Management District

In 1987 the South Florida Water Management District (“District”), State of Florida (“State”) and Seminole Tribe of Florida (“Tribe”) entered into the Water Rights Compact Among the Seminole Tribe of Florida, the State of Florida, and the South Florida Water Management District (“Compact”), which created a comprehensive and effective system of regulation applicable to Seminole lands within District boundaries. As part of the Compact, a Criteria Manual for the Seminole Water Rights Compact (“Manual”) was formulated.

Recognizing that the Manual could be subject to change, the Compact sets forth a process for amending the Manual (Part VII, section G.) Pursuant to that process, the following revisions to the Manual were approved by the Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District on February 12, 2026; the Tribal Council of the Seminole Tribe on March 18, 2026; and the Governor and Cabinet, sitting as the Florida Land and Water Adjudicatory Commission on September 29, 2026.  This notice is provided pursuant to Part VII, section G of the Compact.

The amendments to Chapter 7 reorganize and update the Manual by removing outdated provisions, revising formatting, terminology, and language to improve clarity and consistency, and updating administrative processes to align with current District and Tribe practices. 

The approved revisions may be obtained by sending an email to clerk@sfwmd.gov or by calling the District Clerk, Molly Brown, at (561)682-6805.

Substantially affected third persons may, within fifteen (15) days of publication of notice, request the District for a hearing before the Governing Board of the District at which the sole issue shall be whether the modification, amendment, or other change in the Manual violates the Compact. The Board may reject frivolous requests for hearing and requests filed by persons lacking a non- frivolous interest which is substantially affected. Requests by a substantially affected third person for a hearing shall contain the information and follow the form set forth in the Manual.

