Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

6A-14.0303
General Education Course Options

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The rule implements general education degree requirements for core course options at Florida public postsecondary institutions.

SUMMARY: The rule is being updated to include changes made during the 2026 legislative session. Changes include the option for the State Board of Education to amend a Florida College System institution’s general education course list if deemed necessary, pursuant to section 1007.55(4), F.S.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs is anticipated as a result of this rule. This is based upon the nature of the proposed rule and because the changes come directly from statute.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), (6)(d)3., 1007.25(3), 1007.55(4), (7), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1007.25(3), 1007.55, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: December 16, 2026, 9:00 a.m. CT

PLACE: Bay District Schools, 1311 Balboa Avenue, Panama City, FL 32401

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Shannon Mercer, Exec. Director of Articulation, (850)245-0407, Shannon.Mercer@fldoe.org.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-14.0303 General Education Course Options.
(1) through (4) No change.
(5) Institutional general education course offerings implementation and reporting. The remaining courses and credits, in addition to the core course options, to fulfill the total 36-hour general education requirement for an associate in arts degree, specialized associate in arts transfer degree, and baccalaureate degrees are provided by each Florida College System institution and approved by the State Board of Education in accordance with this rule. An institution may not require a student to take an additional course to meet a subject area requirement that was completed by the student with a course that has since been removed as a general education course.
(a) through (d) No change. 
(e) The State Board of Education may also amend an institution’s list of general education course offerings and notify the institution in writing within ninety (90) days of receiving the list from the Office of K-20 Articulation. 
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02(1), (2)(n), (6)(d)3., 1007.25(3), 1007.55(4), (7) FS. Law Implemented 1007.25(3), 1007.55 FS. History‒New 5-18-14, Amended 11-23-21, 2-21-23, 2-20-24, 8-27-24,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Kathy Hebda

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Henry Mack

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: November 4, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: October 14, 2026
