64J-1.0201 EMS Instructor Qualifications

(1) As used in sections 401.27 through 401.2715, F.S., and Rules 64J-1.012 through 64J-1.0202, F.A.C., the term: 
(a) “Program Director” means the individual responsible for all aspects of an EMS training program, including but not limited to: 
1. administration, organization, and supervision of the EMS training program, each course of training, and the individual courses that comprise a course of training, 
2. continuous quality review and improvement of each course of training, 
3. long range planning and ongoing development of the EMS training program, 
4. the effectiveness of the EMS training program and its instructors and faculty, and the systems used to demonstrate effectiveness, 
5. cooperative involvement with the Medical Director, 
6. the orientation and/or training and supervision of clinical and field internship preceptors, 
7. the effectiveness of individuals delegated by the Program Director and their ability to fulfill the delegated responsibilities, 
8. ensuring the requirements of Florida law and administrative rules are followed. 
(b) “EMS Training Cohort Lead Instructor” means a certified EMT or paramedic who coordinates the individual courses that comprise a course of training for one EMS training cohort and who is responsible for assuring that courses are conducted pursuant to the requirements of the EMS training program. 
(c) “EMS course instructor” means an individual, other than a laboratory or psychomotor skills instructor, who is employed, retained, or contracted by an EMS training program to teach the course(s) listed in DH9027-EPCS-09-2024, Application for Approval of an Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Training Program, incorporated by reference in subsection 64J-1.020(2), F.A.C., whether described as an “instructor,” “faculty,” “adjunct instructor,” or similar term.
(e) “Laboratory instructor” or “psychomotor skills instructor” means an individual, other than an EMS course instructor, who meets the requirements as defined in writing by the Medical Director and who is employed, retained, or contracted by the EMS training program to teach the course(s) listed in DH9027-EPCS-09-2024, Application for Approval of an Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Training Program, incorporated by reference in subsection 64J-1.020(2), F.A.C.
(2) The Program Director must:
(a) hold a bachelor’s degree from an institution whose accreditation is recognized by the United States Department of Education,
(b) not later than 548 days after the effective date of Rule 64J-1.0201, F.A.C., be certified by and in good standing with the NREMT at the same level or higher (EMR, EMT or paramedic) as the instruction being provided,
(c) be certified by and in good standing with the State of Florida at the same level or higher (EMR, EMT or paramedic) as the instruction being provided,
(d) have at least 6,000 hours of field-level professional experience in a pre-hospital setting with an ALS provider,
(e) have successfully completed a course in teaching EMS content from the National Emergency Medical Services Education Standards, incorporated by reference in paragraph 64J-1.020(2)(a), F.A.C., and 
(f) have successfully completed at least 40 hours of classroom instruction offered by a program that is approved by the National Association of EMS Educators, the United States Department of Education, a state department of education, a tribal education department, a state agency, a county government, or a local municipality, on the subject of instructional methodology.
(3) An EMS Training Cohort Lead Instructor must:
(a) hold an associate degree from an institution whose accreditation is recognized by the United States Department of Education, 
(b) not later than 548 days after the effective date of Rule 64J-1.0201, F.A.C., be certified by and in good standing with the NREMT at the same level or higher (EMR, EMT or paramedic) as the instruction being provided,
(c) have at least 4,000 hours of field-level professional experience in a pre-hospital setting with an ALS provider,
(d) have successfully completed a course in teaching EMS content from the National Emergency Medical Services Education Standards, incorporated by reference in paragraph 64J-1.020(2)(a), F.A.C., and
(e) have successfully completed at least 40 hours of classroom instruction offered by a program that is approved by the National Association of EMS Educators, the United States Department of Education, a state department of education, a tribal education department, a state agency, a county government, or a local municipality, on the subject of instructional methodology.
(4) An EMS course instructor must:
(a) not later than 548 days after the effective date of Rule 64J-1.0201, F.A.C., be certified by and in good standing with the NREMT at the same level or higher (EMR, EMT or paramedic) as the instruction being provided,
(b) have at least 2,000 hours of field-level professional experience in a pre-hospital setting with an ALS provider,
(c) have successfully completed a course in teaching EMS content from the National Emergency Medical Services Education Standards, incorporated by reference in paragraph 64J-1.020(2)(a), F.A.C., and
(d) have successfully completed at least 40 hours of classroom instruction offered by a program that is approved by the National Association of EMS Educators, the United States Department of Education, a state department of education, a tribal education department, a state agency, a county government, or a local municipality, on the subject of instructional methodology.
(5) Exemptions.
(a) Individuals who were actively employed or retained prior to the effective date of Rule 64J-1.0201, F.A.C., to serve as Program Director, Medical Director, or to provide instruction at an EMS training program and who were identified as such in the DH 1698 (04/2017), effective April 2017, Application for Approval of an Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Training Program, incorporated by reference in Rule 64J-1.020, F.A.C. (1-28-2019), that was approved by the department prior to the effective date of Rule 64J-1.0201, F.A.C., are exempt from subsections 64J-1.0201(2)-(4), F.A.C.
(b) Clinical and field preceptors who are not also instructors and who provide no classroom instruction are exempt from subsections 64J-1.0201(2)-(4), F.A.C.
(c) Subject matter experts may provide not more than five percent of the total hours of instruction to one cohort.
(6) EMR instructor qualifications are as provided in the National Emergency Medical Services Education Standards, incorporated by reference in paragraph 64J-1.020(2)(a), F.A.C.
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