Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.: 
RULE TITLE: 
6A-20.001
Definitions of Terms for State Student Aid Programs

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of this amendment is to be aligned with revised federal laws on measuring a student’s net financial need that is currently defined as the difference between a student’s cost of education and the expected family contribution and other financial resources available to the student. Students will experience a simplified Free Application for Federal Student Application (FAFSA) when applying for federal and state student financial assistance and experience a new need calculation process that ties a student’s FAFSA to their federal tax return. The revised need calculation will result in the usage of a new indicator called the student aid index.

SUMMARY: Definitions of net financial need will be updated based on updated federal guidelines that replace the need calculation index from the “expected family contribution” to the “student aid index.”

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs is anticipated as a result of this rule. This is based upon the nature of the proposed rule. The amendment is due to a change in federal financial aid requirements.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 295.01(5), 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1009.50(5), 1009.505(5), 1009.51(5), 1009.52(6), 1009.53(3), 1009.55(2), 1009.66(9), 1009.67(6), 1009.72(1), 1009.73(10), 1009.77(10), 1009.89(2), (7), 1009.893(14), 1009.894(1), 1009.895(7), 1009.896(7), 1009.95(7), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 295.01, 295.015, 295.02, 295.03, 295.04, 295.05, 1009.40, 1009.50, 1009.505, 1009.51, 1009.52, 1009.53, 1009.531, 1009.532, 1009.533, 1009.534, 1009.5341, 1009.535, 1009.536, 1009.538, 1009.55, 1009.60, 1009.66, 1009.67, 1009.701, 1009.72, 1009.73, 1009.77, 1009.89, 1009.893, 1009.894, 1009.895, 1009.896, 1009.95, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: December 16, 2026, 9:00 a.m. CT

PLACE: Bay District Schools, 1311 Balboa Avenue, Panama City, Florida 32401

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Shawn Haskin, Director, State Scholarships and Grants, Finance and Operations, Office of Student Financial Assistance, Florida Department of Education, Suite 1344 Turlington Building, (850)410-5185, Shawn.Haskin1@fldoe.org.

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-20.001 Definitions of Terms for State Student Aid Programs.
These definitions apply to the administration of state scholarship and grant programs described in Rules 6A-20.001 through 6A-20.099, F.A.C., and are not applicable to rules outside of these including, but not limited to, rules governing enrollment or reporting, and are also not applicable to federal aid programs or requirements.
(1) through (22) No change. 
(23) Net financial need. The difference between the student’s cost of education and the student aid index, provided by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Federal Student Aid, expected family contribution and other financial resources available to the student to meet this cost.
(24) through (35) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 295.01(5)(4), 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1009.50(5), 1009.505(5), 1009.51(5), 1009.52(6), 1009.53(3), 1009.55(2), 1009.66(9), 1009.67(6), 1009.72(1), 1009.73(10), 1009.77(10)(9), 1009.89(2), (7), 1009.893(14), 1009.894(1), 1009.895(7), 1009.896(7), 1009.95(7) FS. Law Implemented 295.01, 295.015, 295.02, 295.03, 295.04, 295.05, 1009.40, 1009.50, 1009.505, 1009.51, 1009.52, 1009.53, 1009.531, 1009.532, 1009.533, 1009.534, 1009.5341, 1009.535, 1009.536, 1009.538, 1009.55, 1009.60, 1009.66, 1009.67, 1009.701, 1009.72, 1009.73, 1009.77, 1009.89, 1009.893, 1009.894, 1009.895, 1009.896, 1009.95 FS. History–New 12-9-86, Amended 10-15-02, 9-22-08, 2-21-23,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Suzanne Pridgeon

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Henry Mack

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: November 9, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: October 28, 2026

