Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-20.032
Florida Private Student Assistance Grant

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Florida Department of Education is implementing changes consistent with updated federal guidelines that replace the need calculation index from the “expected family contribution” to the “student aid index.” This index measures a student’s need for student financial assistance using information provided on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which is a form used by an applicant to apply for federally funded student aid programs and some state student financial aid programs.

SUMMARY: Updating the need calculation index from the “expected family contribution” to the “student aid index.”

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs is anticipated as a result of this rule. This is based upon the nature of the proposed rule. In addition, the amendment is based on a change in federal law.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1009.51(5), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1009.40, 1009.42, 1009.51, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: December 16, 2026, 9:00 a.m. CT

PLACE: Bay District Schools, 1311 Balboa Avenue, Panama City, Florida, 32401

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Shawn Haskin, Director, State Scholarships and Grants, Finance and Operations, Office of Student Financial Assistance, Florida Department of Education, Suite 1344 Turlington Building, (850)410-5185, shawn.haskin1@fldoe.org

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-20.032 Florida Private Student Assistance Grant.
(1) through (5) No change. 
(6) Award procedures. The institution shall make preliminary determinations of applicant eligibility based on information it receives from the need analysis processor, cumulative grade point average, and earned credit information. The institution shall rank applicants who meet preliminary eligibility criteria by the student aid index expected family contribution cut-off established by the department and estimate individual award amounts, taking into consideration a standard cost of education budget, student aid index expected family contribution, and estimated Pell Grant award amounts. Each institution shall verify the eligibility of such students and provide individual award notices to the students.
(7) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1009.51(5) FS. Law Implemented 1009.40, 1009.42, 1009.51 FS. History–New 12-18-90, Amended 3-24-92, 10-18-94, 11-3-02, 2-21-23,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Suzanne Pridgeon

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Henry Mack

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: November 6, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: October 28, 2026
