Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-20.0281
Benacquisto Scholarship Program

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Florida Department of Education will be implementing changes to the Benacquisto Scholarship Program associated with the approval of Chapter 2026-59, Laws of Florida (House Bill 1279) during the 2026 Legislative Session. Effective July 1, 2026, qualified National Merit Scholars will have the option to enroll full time in a baccalaureate degree program in the fall term immediately following high school graduation or choose to defer the acceptance of their initial award until no later than the second fall term following high school graduation.

SUMMARY: Benacquisto Scholarship Program procedures will be modified to address the available one-year deferment period for eligible students.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this rule will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs is anticipated as a result of this rule. This is based upon the nature of the proposed rule.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days after publication of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1009.893(14), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1009.40, 1009.893, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: December 16, 2026, 9:00 a.m. CT

PLACE: Bay District Schools, 1311 Balboa Avenue, Panama City, Florida, 32401

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Shawn Haskin, Director, State Scholarships and Grants, Finance and Operations, Office of Student Financial Assistance, Florida Department of Education, Suite 1344 Turlington Building, (850)410-5185, shawn.haskin1@fldoe.org

THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-20.0281 Benacquisto Scholarship Program.
(1) through (2) No change. 
(3) General Eligibility Requirements. 
(a) through (d) No change.
(e) A student may defer the initial scholarship for up to one year following high school graduation. The student must begin receiving the scholarship no later than the second fall term following high school graduation.
(4) through (10) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1009.893(14) FS. Law Implemented 1009.40, 1009.893 FS. History‒New 4-1-15, Amended 8-24-16, 5-3-22,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Suzanne Pridgeon

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Henry Mack

DATE PROPOSED RULE WAS APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: November 6, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF RULE DEVELOPMENT WAS PUBLISHED IN FAR: October 2, 2026
